06 MAR 2001
Mahat hi r - Chi nese
UWNO HAS NO | NTENSI ON OF ' KI LLI NG CHI NESE, SAYS MAHATHI R

PENDANG, March 6 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d t oday
opposi tion parties were seeking to wi n Chinese votes when they all egedly
clained that they will defend the country's Chinese if Umo tried to "kill"
the comunity.

The Prine M nister said the opposition parties were not only trying to
gai n Chi nese support but al so create racial tension.

He told reporters this when asked to el aborate on the matter after
raising it in his speech at an Aidil adha feast at the Kanmpung Bendang Raj a
nosque near here.

"I'n the Internet, (PAS president Datuk) Fadzil Noor's political
secretary had said that i f Umo people want to kill the Chinese, they
should kill their (PAS) people first," said Dr Mahathir.

Parti Keadil an Nasional infornmation chief Ruslan Kassi mhad al so nade a
simlar statement, according to the Prine M nister.

"Rusl am Kassimsaid if Umo wants to kill the Chinese, they have to do
it over his dead body," he said.

Denyi ng the opposition parties' alleged clains, Dr Mahathir, who is
Umo president, said:

"Ummo has absolutely no intention of killing the Chinese although sone
people in Umo do not agree with the demands by (Chinese | obby group)

Suqi u.

"Unmo doesn't have any (such) intensions. But they (opposition parties)
want to showthe Chinese people that they will fight for themand were
prepared to do anything for them Because they want to get them (Chi nese
comunity) to hate Umo and t he Government."

Dr Mahat hir said opposition parties were prepared to make all sorts of
accusations and create racial tension nerely to get political support.

"They are prepared to tell lies. Just like Nk Aziz (Kelantan Menteri
Besar Datuk Nik Aziz Nik Mat) who lied that God too has uttered
profanities," he said.

They all egedly tell such |ies because sone peopl e bel i eve what ever they
say, said Dr Mahathir

He sai d peopl e should not be influenced by such lies and accusations by
opposition parties as it could affect racial unity in the country.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir attended anot her Aidil adha feast at the Kanpung
Buki t Lada nbsque in Pokok Sena.
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