25 JAN 2001
Mahat hir-M C
UWNO LAUDS M C S OVERTURE TO | PF, SAYS MAHATHI R

JITRA, Jan 25 (Bernama) -- The Prime M nister and Umo president Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad said Umo wel coned the MC s overture to have the
br eakaway | ndi an Progressive Front (I PF) president Datuk MG Pandithan and
fol l owers back into to the MC fold.

"The MC nove is set toreunite Indians in the country,” he told
reporters when approached on the matter after attending an Aidil Fitri
get -t oget her organi sed by the Kubang Pasu Umo Youth here today.

Dr Mahat hir, who i s Kubang Pasu Umo di vi sion chief and the MP for the
constituency, was commenting on M C president Datuk Seri S Sany Vellu's
open invitation | ast Tuesday to Pandithan and his followers to rejoin the
M C.

Pandi t han was an M C vi ce presi dent when he was sacked i n Decenber 1988
followng arift with Sany Vellu and forned the | PF two years later.

The | PF, despite repeated attenpts to join the Barisan Nasional since
1995, could not gain entry as a BN conponent mai nly because of MC s
obj ection then.

Dr Mahat hir described Sany Vel l u's deci sion to accept Pandithan back
and willingness to accord hi mgood treatment as a wi se nove.

"W coul d not accept the IPF into the BN all these years because there
must be a consensus anong all of the conponent parties. Only then can we
accept any new party.

"As such, despite the IPF longing to join the BN and has | ong been
supporting the BN during general elections, it is unfortunate that it could
not be accepted as a BN nenber. If the IPFjoins the MC, things will be
much easier for us," he said.

Asked whet her Mal aysi an | ndi ans are al so di vided, Dr Mahathir said: "If
they are not united, it nmeans they are divided. The MCis Indian and so
also is the | PF.
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