15 FEB 2001
Abdul | ah- Umo
UWNO LEADERSHI P W LL NOT MEDDLE | N DI VI SI ONAL POLLS, SAYS ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 15 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said he and Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad as wel |l as other top Umo | eaders will not meddle in the party's
upcom ng branch and di vi si onal el ections.

"We the present | eaders, such party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad and I, will not rmeddl e in divisional elections," said Abdul | ah, who
is Umo deputy president.

As such, probabl e candi dates should refrain fromusing party | eaders
names to wi n votes, Abdul | ah sai d when addr essi ng Umo branch and di vi si on
| eaders attending a party briefing at the Putra World Trade Centre here
t oday.

"I have heard a | ot of stories about such and such a person wanting to
cont est agai nst the division chief and that such person has ny bl essi ng and
anot her is endorsed by the president.

"The talk is that there are some who are being asked to stand, clainmng
that they are vice-presidents Tan Sri Muhamad Mohd Tai b and Tan Sri
Muhyi ddin Yassin's nen. What's all this? If you want to contest, by all
means do so," said Abdul | ah

Abdul I ah sai d he concurred with Dr Mahathir's call for party nenbers to
m ni m se contest in the coming party polls, starting next nonth for the
branches and in April for the divisions, as Umo could not afford to
continue to be problemridden and di sunit ed.

" Uppernost is consensus and cooperation so that contest is kept to the
m ni mum This is good for Umo which is now facing a host of chall enges, "
sai d Abdul | ah.

Umo' s current problens were not caused by opposition parties |ike PAS
but by politicking anong its own nenbers, he said.

" PAS will not be able to weaken or destroy Umo, but instead it is
Umo' s own people that is destroying the party,” he said.

Abdul I ah reni nded those involved in el ections for party positions to
avoi d resorting to destructive ways such as bei ng preoccupi ed with noney
politics.

" Never at all get involved in nmoney politics. Are we that weak that we
have to dish out |ots of noney to buy votes," he said.

Meanwhi | e, al so speaking at the briefing, Umo secretary-general Tan
Sri Khalil Yaakob said any violations of rules and breach of the Umo
constitution during the el ections would be referred to the Umo
di sci pl i nary board whi ch conpri sed neutral nenbers.

He said after the misfortune that befell Umo in the 1999 genera
el ection, the party could no | onger be mired in probl ens.

Lat er when approached by reporters on noney politics, Khalil said he
woul d et the new y-forned party di sciplinary board to handl e such cases.

Party vice-presidents Tan Sri Muhanmad Mohd Tai b and Datuk Seri Najib
Tun Razak, information chief Datuk Miust apa Mohanmad and per manent chair man
Tan Sri Sul ai man Ni nam Shah al so attended the briefing.
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