15 FEB 2001
Umo- Bl ane
UWNO LEADERS HAVE THEMSELVES TO BLAME, SAYS AZ| M

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 15 (Bernama) -- Umo | eaders only have thensel ves to
bl ame for the party |l osing grip over Mal ay grassroot support, the Bukit
Bi ntang Youth Division Chief, Datuk Abdul Azi mMhd Zabi di sai d here today.

He said sone party | eaders, especially at division and branch | evel s,
have been sl acking i n speech power and failed to equi p thensel ves with
essential facts to counter the opposition.

Azim who is al so Bank Si npanan Nasi onal chairman, was speaking to
reporters after participatingina"live" Internet chat sessionwth the
public, organised by Umo-Online.

"Al though Umo is not a sinking ship, the party is obviously | osing
grip over its failure to properly channel information to the grassroots.

"Yes, we have to admit things like this. This is the m stake of Umo
| eaders too. It's not the fault of the people nor the | eadership but the
fault of Umo | eaders who do not go down to the grassroots to explain
current issues.

"This has resulted in the erosion of support for Umo," he said.

Azi murged the present |ine-up of Umo | eaders to do their honework and
equi p thenselves with solid facts before enbarki ng on such m ssions or end
up being the | aughi ng stock of the people.

On the "live" Internet chat, he said the questions posed to hi mwere
intelligent, frompeopl e who were concerned over Umo's future and the
party's rel evance to the country's political scenario.

The hour-long "live" Internet chat, held at Umo-Online's office in
Putra Wrld Trade Centre, began at 3.30 pm

Azimwas the third guest on the Umo-Online "live" chat, after
Informati on M nister Tan Sri Khalil Yaacob and Cul ture, Arts and Tourism
M ni st er Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad i s expected to be
i nterviewed online over the "live" chat session, sonetinme in March.
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