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UWNO MEMBERS SHOULD REMAI N LOYAL TO PRESI DENT

KUALA LUMPUR, June 23 (Bernama) -- Umo's defeat to PAS in the | ast
general election and in the by-election in Lunas was due to the fact that
nmenbers were only fond of the party president but were not loyal to him
said Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

The Unmo President al so sai d del egates always referred to himas
bel oved Presi dent” when they addressed hi mat annual Umo Cener al
Assenbl i es but they were not loyal to him

Dr Mahathir saidif only they were | oyal, there woul d not be candi dates
selected by him to represent the party in an el ecti on, who end up bei ng
termed as "not a right candi date" by those who were not chosen.

"Those who say this and conplainto nme will nmay sure the candi date
chosen will be defeated just to prove that they were right. This is our
party's problem" he said in his wi nding up speech at the end of the 55th
Umo CGeneral Assenbly which ended here today.

Dr Mahat hir said he did not believe PAS won because it was an |slanic
party and strong nor did Umo | ose because it was weak and unl sl ami c.

He said on the sane prenise, even if PAS fiel ded deadwoods and t hose
who were dunp and not religious, the candidate would still wn.

Dr Mahathir stressed that as President of the party he had no ot her
interest but to ensure that the Umo candi date sel ect ed by hi mwon the
general el ection.

He al so asked the delegates if they had abi ded by the President's
deci sion and they replied | oudly that they renmai ned | oyal .

"Isthis really true?" Dr Mahathir asked the del egates and they once
agai n echoed their loyalty.

Dr Mahathir then asked themto rise and make a pl edge not to dispute
hi s choice of candidate in future. The audi ence stood up and showed their
support by cl apping their hands.

He al so pointed out that Umo nenbers shoul d be serious fromnow on in
faci ng the next general election.

"I n Mal aysia, the general election never stops. Once the election is
over, canpaigning for the next will begin. In other denocratic countri es,
once the election is over, they will go hone and retire to bed.

"Here, PAS does not seize to visit villages to accuse peopl e, make up
sl anderous remarks and m suse the nosque. PAS never let's us rest," he
added.

However, Dr Mahathir said there seened to be nore concerted support for
the party now after the three-day Umo neeting.

"There has been extraordinary reacti on. They seemto support us. |
bel i eve the support is genuine," he added.
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