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UWNO MEMBERS NEED TO MEND WAYS TO W N HEART OF MALAYS

By: Ali Manat

KUALA LUMPUR: As in the past, the Umo general assenbly ends today with
a rekindling of the spirit and desire of the nenbers to undertake a
self-critique in order to win back the support of the people, especially
t he Mal ays.

The del egates and nmenbers to the four-day assenbly including those of
t he yout h and wani ta wi ngs general |y agreed that their past m stakes, be
they at the | eadership or grassroot |evel, shoul d not be repeated.

They also felt that it is the duty of all Umo nenbers to rise up
agai nst those deened as puppeters and traitors who are the cause of the
split inthe Malay comunity, particul arly PAS and Keadi | an

Many of the del egates and nenbers nmet the assenbly agreed with the
vi ews of the party president, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhanmad, who rem nded
t he Mal ays that they coul d becone "sl aves" of others or renmain just in nanme
in history if they continued to be divided and to | ack resilence.

If the zest of the del egates who took part in the debate were to be a
yardstick, Umo's goal of re-capturing Kel antan and Teregganu state,
besi des the seats | ost to PAS and Keadi |l an i n Pahang, Kedah, Perlis, Perak
and Sel angor shoul d not be as difficult as perceived by sonme peopl e.

DELEGATES MORE CAREFUL

Despite the optinmism there were del egates who chose to be nore carefu
with howt hey sunmari sed the results of the assenbly.

A del egate froma division in Pahang said the fighting spirit exhibited
inthe speeches could only becone areality if the | eaders and nenbers
practi sed what they preached.

"W don't want to see the sane things happening as in previous
assenblies ... all the nmandate of Dr Mahathir and pl edges of the del egates
and nmenbers were scattered to the wi nd the nonent they wal ked out of PWIC
at the end of the assenbly,” said the del egate, who is al so a fornmer seni or
civil servant.

He observed that in |ast year's assenbly, there were also fiery voices
calling on Umo nenbers to nake all the sacrifices to regain the party's
i nfl uence anong t he Mal ay comuni ty which took a dent in the 1999 genera
el ection.

"They | ooked dead serious to becorme the nmovers in the creation of a
pool of genui ne Mal ay busi nessnen and entrepreneurs to fill the quota on
the Mal ay share of the econony under the New Econom ¢ Policy," he said.

Unfortunately, when they returned hone, they failed to put right their
party struggle and i nstead chose to quarrel anmong t hensel ves to grab for
power either at the divisional or branch | evel, or for wealth.

ALl BABA CULTURE

He felt that there were some Umo | eaders and nenbers who were keepi ng
the "Ali Baba" culture going. "Mney were received fromthe towkays well
before the | etters of approval for projects or timber concessi ons were
i ssued, " he said.

At the sane tine, there was a small group of | eaders who were rel uctant
to practise the 'people-friendly' concept and who used mi ddl emen or
representatives to deal with the rakyat while spending their tinme in Kual a
Lunpur, he said.

He said the "dom no theory" touted by PAS that the states nei ghbouring



Kel ant an and Terengganu woul d fall into their hands in the next el ection
shoul d not be dism ssed lightly. The slimmajority won by Umo candi dat es
inthose Mal ay heartl and states should be a good rem nder, he added.
H s sentinments were shared by a conmittee nmenber of a divisionin
Ter engganu who has been chosen as a del egate for four consecutive years.
The Terengganu del egate sai d al t hough Umo had | ost badly i n Terengganu
in 1999, there were sone divisional and branch | eaders who acted arrogantly
in public, as if Umo was still in power.

SOUR FACES STI LL

At the sanme tinme, there were those who still continued to sl ander each
ot her or to have sour faces for each other even though the divisiona
el ecti ons were over.

"Even though the top | eaders had tal ked t hensel ves hoarse, calling on
the nenbers to see where Umo had gone wong in Terengganu, there are t hose
who are still shackled by their culture of slander, refusal to conpronise
or the feeling that they are always right or better than others," he said.

In this connection, he urged the Umo | eaders to be firmin correcting
the situation, includingthose in the Dungun, Kual a Terengganu and Seti u
division, sothat the party could face PASwi th confidence in the next
el ection.

He al so cautioned that in the zeal to inject "new bl ood" into the
party, the old tinmers, including those fromthe "Wan Mokhtar" era, should
not be sinply dism ssed, especially when they can still serve and have
strong grassroot support.

A veteran fromUmo Kel antan who never m ssed the chance to follow the
assenbly closely said unlike the past, the identification of aleader or
menber with a certain canp or faction was now not so obvious in the state.

"This is a good devel opment. Now, we sel domhear about the Annuar Misa
canp, the IbrahimAli canp, the Mistapa Mohamad or Hussei n Ahnmad canp. All
seenmed to be pl aced under the struggl e of Datuk Miustapa Mohamad, who i s the
state |iaison chief," he said.

TIME R PE FOR "WAR'

He said this was the best time for Umo to respond to the call of
several del egates to "open the battl eground” and go all out agai nst PAS and
Keadi | an i n Kel antan and Ter engganu, and wher ever the two opposition
parties had set up base

He however rem nded themthat in the context of traditional Ml ay
Muslimculture that is based on the kanpung cul ture found i n Kel antan and
possi bly in Terengganu, Pahang, Kedah, Perlis and Sel angor, they had to be
nore cl ever when | aunching the "battle".

Li ke t he del egat es from Pahang and Ter engganu, he sai d t hough Umo
woul d have to go on the offensive, the coarse or inpolite approach |ike
cursing Datuk Ni k Abdul Aziz Nik Mat (the Menteri Besar of Kel antan) and
Haji Abdul Hadi Awang (the Menteri Besar of Terengganu), uttered by sone
del egates i ke the Umo Pasir Mis | eader, Datuk | brahimAli, could backfire
on them

"I'f we want to wi n over the PAS peopl e, personal attacks agai nst Nik
Azi z or Haji Hadi woul d not hel p because their foll owers woul d see themas
acts to huniliate the ul amak and hence, |Islam" he said.

He said the ol d approach, deployed in the 1970s, woul d be nore
effective, that is, by extending the hand of friendship to get closer to
all levels of PAS or Keadil an nenbership and | eaders.

"I'f the gesture is not returned, then concentrate on those facts that
cannot be disputed in order to assure the peopl e that PAS does not have
devel opnent plans that can free themfrompoverty. Convi nce t he peopl e t hat



PAS has failed to neet their hope and aspirations,” he said. -- Bernama
AM KGO
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