23 JUN 2001
Umo- Reacti on (W ndi ngup)
UWNO MEMBERS BEAR HEAVI ER TASK AFTER GENERAL ASSEMBLY

KUALA LUMPUR, June 23 (Bernanma) -- Umo | eaders and nenbers alike take
| eave fromthe party's 55th General Assenbly which ended today bearing with
thema task ever heavier than before as assigned to themin the Prine
M ni ster and party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s wi ndi ng up
speech.

Paty vice president Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin said Umo | eaders and
menbers woul d have to undertake effectively the m ssion that Dr Mahathir
desired themto acconplish.

"Umo nmenbers have to cl ose ranks, consolidate, set aside their
quarrel s and preoccupy thensel ves with correcting the wong perceptions and
countering PAS deception of the Malays and Muslins," said Mihyi ddin.

Merely accepting Dr Mahathir's nessage was not enough as his
assignments for themmnust be translated into action with firmess and
earnestly, he said.

Muhyi ddi n descri bed Dr Mahathir's w ndi ng-up speech as one that should
i nspire Umo nenbers "to nove nountai ns and as that pronpted by a genui ne
desire to see themact firmy and spiritedly."

As for Dr Mahathir's warning to parties not to drag himinto the
controversial acquisition of Nanyang Press Hol di ngs Berhad by the MCA
Muhyi ddi n said the prime mnister's explanation on the issue cleared
nm sconcepti ons sone quarters had before.

Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's Datuk Abdul Hani d Zai nal Abidin said
Dr Mahathir's wi nding-up speech had pricked the consci ence of the Ml ays
about being a confident race with high civilisation.

Ter engganu Umo deputy |iaison chief Datuk Idris Jusoh said being | oyal
to the party president, mndful of the Malay struggle and not acting
hastily shoul d i nvigorate Umo nenbers with the willpower and strength to
regain control of PAS-run Kel antan and Terengganu in the 2004 general
el ection.

Meanwhi | e, Puteri Umo Protem Chi ef Azalina Gt hnman Said prom sed t hat
Umo woul d see a new generation of Mal ays constantly m ndful of the party's
cause.

"Some of ny girls cried when the president recited the poem To see
themcry while listening to the president for me is the biggest gift | can
get. It shows that they understand what he said and they synpat hise and I'm
sure they woul d never forget that.

She said that fromnow on Umo woul d have a new generation of nmenbers,
a united Wanita and Puteri which would unity first and that "we will never
forget our cause and will hel p Umo take back Kel antan and Terenggagu in
2004, " she added.
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