18/ 02/ 2001
Umo will be at talks with open mind, set to discuss any issue

Ram an Sai d; Ai non Mohd
PUTRAJAYA, Sat. - The Umo political bureau nmet today to prepare for
Monday's unity talks with Pas, Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khali
Yaakob said today.

"We hope the neeting will take place. While we are not putting any

conditions to itens to be brought up, we are willing to di scuss whatever
i ssues when the time cones.”
Khalil, who heads the party's technical panel on the unity talKks,

mai nt ai ned that Umo had agreed to discuss issues with Pas w thout any
pre-conditions to ensure that the proposed tal ks take place as pl anned.

He said this when approached by reporters after attendi ng Umo suprene
council's political bureau neeting chaired by party president Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad at the Prine Mnister's residence here.

Dr Mahathir, when net earlier at another function in Kuala Lunpur, said
it was better for the talks to be held where "whatever issues could be
di scussed".

"It is not a mtter of agreeing or not agreeing (to conditions). Wat's
nmore inportant is for both parties to neet, then we can tal k on whatever
topic," he said when asked on conditions inposed by Pas.

When suggested that nmeeting without a fixed agenda could result in a
"free-for-all" session, Dr Mahathir said: "W will see but (better) to
meet first."

Al so present at the one-and-a-half hour cl osed-door neeting were deputy
presi dent Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi, treasurer Tun Dai m Zai nuddin
and all the three vice-presidents, Tan Sri Muhanmad Muhammad Tai b, Tan Sri
Muhyi ddi n Yassin and Datuk Seri Najib Razak.

Umo information chief Datuk Miustapa Mohaned was al so present besides
executive secretary Datuk Tengku Adnan Tengku Mansor and religi ous advi sor
to the Prine M nister Datuk Paduka Abdul Hamid O hman.

Asked to el aborate, Khalil said the political bureau had di scussed the
proposed tal ks at | ength and deci ded that there should not be any pre-set
conditions to the talks.

Pas had wanted the tal ks to include issues concerning the judicial
system denocracy, the econony and Islamas outlined by party secretary-
general Nasharudin Mat |sa.

Khal il and Nasharudin nmet twice at the technical conmttee |level to
prepare for the talks.

The first technical conmttee neeting was on Feb 8 while the second was
yest er day.

Pas' central commttee is expected to neet tonmorrow to di scuss
preparations for the Monday neeting.

Anot her nenber of the Umo political bureau, Mihammad, said Umo was
flexible on matters to be discussed.

"I'n the name of unity of the Malays, we are willing to sit down and
di scuss matters with an open nind," he said.

( END)



	Umno will be at talks with open mind, set to discuss any issue (NST 18/02/2001)

