09/ 08/ 2001

Umo nenbers accept mneritocracy proposal

KUALA LUVPUR, Wed. - Umo nenbers today overwhel m ngly accepted party
president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s proposal for the gradua
i ntroduction of meritocracy in the university intake of Malay students.

Umo deputy president and Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahrmad Badawi sai d those present at the briefing today acknow edged t he
necessity of the nmove which would gradually increase the standard and
performance of Mal ay students.

"Menmbers understand Dr Mahathir's explanation on the dire situation of
the Mal ay students and their backwardness. They have agreed to work in a
concerted effort to overcone this," Abdullah told reporters after the
briefing.

He said those present agreed that the standard of Mal ay students at the
varsity |l evel should be enhanced by gradually raising the standards for
acceptance into the faculties.

"What ever the criteria is (for Malays), we have agreed to raise the
standards so that those who pursue studies at universities are students
with quality," he said.

On the initial objection fromUmo Youth to the proposal, Abdullah said
the noverent's outcry was wi thout facts.

"It's not a conpronise ... he (Umo Youth chief Datuk H shamruddi n Tun
Hussei n) was never at the suprene council neeting (which deliberated upon
the nove), so he didn't know what happened," Abdullah clarifi ed.

Meanwhi | e, Hi shamuddi n gave the assurance that his novenment woul d
support the party president's stand for a system based on nerit to be
i nposed on Bumi putera students entering public universities.

He said Dr Mahathir wanted to "shock™ the Malays into realising that
they would not be able to conpete with other races if they did not inprove
t heir academni c st andards.

H shammuddi n said the undertaking required the efforts of all Ml ays
especially parents and teachers.

Asked what woul d be done if Bum putera students still failed to achieve
the m ni mum academ ¢ standards required under the system Hi shamuddin
said safety nets in the formof technical and vocational training
progranmmes woul d be nade avail abl e.

Umo suprene council nenber and Kel antan deputy |iaison chief Datuk
Annuar Musa said the briefing served to clarify confusi on anong nenbers.

"I admt that even | was uncl ear about the proposed neritocracy system™
he sai d.

Annuar said the gist of the Prine Mnister's nessage was how to enhance
the acadeni c perfornmance of Mal ay students and to dispel their beliefs
that they could take their educational privileges for granted.

"The priority nowis for the party to nobilise the masses into realising
what needs to be done," he added.

Suprenme council menber Datuk Seri Syed Hanmid Al bar said the briefing was
to explain to the party nenbers the ains of the system

"The expl anation now has to be passed on to the grassroots so that
menbers understand the objectives," he said.

As such, Syed Hamid said all party divisional chiefs and suprene counci
menbers nmust go down to the grassroots and explain the issue to them

Suprenme Council menber Datuk Shahrir Samad nmeanwhil e said that Umo
shoul d enbark on a detailed progranme to enlighten the Ml ays,



particularly the students, on the agenda of the proposal.

"W cannot drop a bonbshell and then keep quiet about it. Umo nust
explain that the nove is not to restrict the Malays fromentering
universities but is an attenpt to gradually increase their standard and
performance, " he sai d.

Shahrir said Umo had to play an "interventionist” role in the issue
rat her than just depend on the Governnent, schools or parents.

"Dr Mahathir basically called on Umo | eaders and nenbers to play an
active role and intervene at the grassroots level,"” said the vocal Umo
stalwart from Johor.

Asked on the possible backlash fromthe community over the nove, Shahrir
said it depended on how t he i ssue was expl ained to the masses.

"I'f the decision was properly explained as a nove to enhance the
performance of the Ml ay students rather than to restrict their entry,
then it woul d be accepted positively.

"If the quota is reduced there may be a backl ash but that is not the
case," he said, adding that he was confident the Mal ay students could
accept the challenge if they were led in a proper manner.

Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Mohanmad Khir Toyo said the Mal ays
needed to be jolted fromtheir conplacency, and raising the required entry
qualifications into universities was an excellent way to do so.

He said the Malays still did not realise the inportance of excelling in
educat i on.

"Since the country achi eved i ndependence until now, this attitude anpong
t he Mal ays has not changed nuch.

"That is why the Prine Mnister shed tears during his address just now

he is sad and tired.

"He (Dr Mahathir) has been in politics for over 30 years and he has seen
that nothing much has changed in ternms of the Malays' attitude towards
educati on and know edge.

"He has turned the country and econony around, but not the mindset of
t he Mal ays towards education.”

Dr Mohamad Khir said in fact, other forms of negative behavi our had
energed anong t he Mal ays.

"If thisis allowed to continue, the Malays will one day be beggars in
their own country."”

Dr Mohamad Khir said Dr Mahathir was a rol e nodel as he had al so
excel | ed academni cal | y.

"I hope other Umo | eaders who can act as role nodels will cone forward
and | ead our youths to the path of excellence.™

Mal aysi an Youth Council president Saifuddin Abdullah said the counci
supported the nove to cultivate excellence in education anong Ml ay
students.

"I ncreasing the entry qualifications for Malay students in stages is a
good nove. It will serve to shock Mal ay students into action.

"Wt are glad that the quota systemrenains. This is because there is
still too rmuch of an inbal ance between Mal ay and non- Mal ay students."

He said youth movenents should also play their role and hel p Ml ay
students excel in their studies.

"I'n the past, tuition classes were organised for rural students. This
needs to be re-activated," he added.

Federation of Peninsular Mal ay Students president Datuk Suhaim |brahi m
said its menbers would go down to the ground and pass the Prine Mnister's
message to teachers, lecturers and students.

He said a Malay Students' Convention would be held at Universiti Tenaga
Nasi onal from Aug 13 to 15

"Vol unteers will be talking to teachers and students



"Besi des excellence in education, we will also be speaking to students
about the social problens afflicting youths," he said, adding that the
proposal announced by Dr Mahathir today would hel p stop Mal ay students
frombei ng conpl acent.

( END)
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