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Mahat hi r - Sar awak
UWMNO NOT BACKI NG NON- BN CANDI DATES | N SARAWAK, SAYS MAHATHI R

KOTA KI NABALU, July 30 (Bernama) -- The Prime M nister and Umo
Presi dent Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said t oday Umo i s not backi ng any
i ndependent candi dates in the com ng Sarawak state el ection.

"No, Umo does not stab its partners in the back," he told reporters
here after officiating at the 7th Congress of the United Pasoknonogun
Kadazandusun Murut Organi sation (UPKO) .

"Even if we have any sympathy for any group we will always stand up for
the Bari san Nasional (BN)," said Dr Mahathir who i s al so BN chai r man.

Dr Mahahtir was asked to comment on tal k that several independent
candi dates intending to contest in the upconing Sarawak state el ection --
whi ch nmust be hel d by Novenber -- have Umo's backing.

Illustrating his point, the prime mnister said that during the recent
by-el ecti on in Sabah for the Li kas state seat, Umo cane out strongly to
support the BN candi dat e Dat uk Yong Teck Lee.

"Umo in Likas gave their full support to the BN, we cane out strongly
to support the candi date event hough the candidate i s not fromUmo.

"This is because Umo is committed to BN. The person who win i s not
that inportant...it is the BN who should win," he said.

The peni nsul a-based Umo had spread it wi ngs to Sabah but not to
Sar awak.

In the Likas by-election on July 21, Yong defeated three other
candi dates by a nmpjority of 7,541 votes.

Asked on the BN s achievenent in Likas, Dr Mahathir said he was very
happy with the result, especially when the BN retained Li kas with an
i ncreased najority.

"It goes to prove that it is not phantomvoters that give us the
victory...there may be phantomvoters (before) but if there are, | have
raised this point that if you think they are phantomvoters, you shoul d
make t he protest fromthe begi nni ng and not when you | ose the el ecti on.

"Here when they | ose the el ection, they protest. If they win, they keep
qui et because if they conmplain then there woul d have to be a by-election,"”
Dr Mahat hir said.

On the strong showi ng by the BN i n Kadazandusun areas in Likas, he said
it was because t he Kadazandusun had changed their attitude.

In the past, he said, they were suspicious of the BN and "rightly so
because t hey thought that the governnment of Sabah was dom nated by Ml ays
and Muslims.”

"But we have given consideration to themand they are now nuch nore
rel axed and willing to accept the concept of working together," he said.

Asked on the opposition claimthat the small turnout of 52.95 per cent
in the Likas by-el ection was because voters had | ost confidence in the
electoral roll, Dr Mahathir said, | owturnout was always a feature in a
by- el ecti on.

"That is the attitude in a by-election and sone peopl e thought that we
are going to wi n anyway whil e others coul d not be bothered because they are
only interested in an el ecti on when the result will determ ne who will form
t he governnent," he added.
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