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"Umo has a long way to go to regain its political dom nance

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Umo has a long way to go to regain the politica
dom nance it once enjoyed and shoul d not becone conpl acent despite a
weakeni ng Opposition and its own grow ng acceptance.

New Straits Tinmes Press group editor-in-chief Tan Sri Abdul | ah Ahmad
speaki ng at a luncheon talk today, said the party has to rid itself of the
taint besmrching its nane.

"It will have to clearly denonstrate that a | eopard can, in fact, really
change its spots or it will have a tough time in the next el ections,
although it is ny honest opinion that it will still win," he said.

The tal k, organi sed by the Asian Strategy and Leadership Institute, was
attended by 40 nenbers of the Strategic |Issues Forumand CEO Counci
conpri sing business | eaders and di pl omat s.

Abdul  ah, a former political adviser to Prime Mnister Tun Abdul Razak
Hussein, said since the Sept 11 attacks on the United States, Ml aysia has
seen the dem se of the Opposition Front when DAP pulled out over its
differences with Pas on the Islamc state.

O the remmi ning Opposition Front nenbers, Parti Keadil an Nasional was
af fected by the sane sort of internal politics which split Umo not |ong
ago.

"All this, of course, should be nusic to the ears of Bari san Nasi ona
| eaders.

"However, | hope they won't be lulled into conplacency by the sweet
voi ces of the sirens.

He al so said Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad continued to
yield political benefits because he has worked hard and taken neasures
that had the support of nobst people.

"H's position in the Government, and in Umo, renains entrenched."

He added that Umo was creepi ng back into acceptance because of
i nprovenments in the party and Governnent, but a | ot al so depended on
econom ¢ recovery and gl obal devel opnents.

"There nust be progress on the Pal estinian issue, otherwise it would be
extrenmely difficult for the Mal aysi an Governnment to conme out openly with
uncondi ti onal support for the West.

"After all, Umo is dependent on its constituents and they can still be
swayed if it does not play its cards wi sely.

"Pas is ever ready to nove in and exploit the Malay anguish.”

He said if BN played its cards shrewdly, the Opposition could | ose al
the ground that it had gai ned except in Kelantan and Ter engganu.

These two States, he stressed, would remai n under Pas because there was
no political will and vision on the part of Umo | eaders to inprove the
situation there.

To a question by Asli chief executive officer Datuk M chael Yeoh, at the
di al ogue session, Abdullah said Umo could sustain its gains provided that
the econony hel d and al so dependi ng on international devel opnents.

Asked by Associ at ed Chi nese Chanbers of Comerce and | ndustry of
Mal aysi a' s deputy secretary-general Datuk David Chua for his readi ng of
the non-Mal ay el ectorate, Abdullah said he believed that they woul d
del i ver the votes.

He said this was particularly so for the Chinese, despite interna
problens in the MCA, because the conmunity woul d not support Pas.
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