24 JUN 2001

UWNO NEEDS AN EFFECTI VE | NFORVATI ON BUREAU TO COUNTER OPPOSI TI ON, SAYS
RAI S

JELEBU, June 24 (Bernanm) -- Umo needs to set up a corps conprising of
ef fective speakers at the grassroots | evel to counter the slanders spread
by the opposition, particularly PAS, said Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's
Department Datuk Dr Rais Yatim

He said with an effective information machinery that could attract the
attention of everyone at the district and kanpung | evel s, it woul d be abl e
to counter the ploys enployed by the opposition.

"I also feel every nenber of the (Umo) suprene council shoul d adopt an
area or state that needs to be tackl ed so that the briefing sessions could
be carried out effectively.

"I feel mnisters too should play this role at the level of their
respective mnistries to counter the deviationist tactics of the
opposition," he said when asked to comment on the w ndi ng-up speech of Umo
presi dent Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad at the party's general assenbly
yest er day.

In his speech, Dr Mahathir, who is also Prime Mnister, was reported to
have described PASas atraitor to the Malays and |Islanm c country for
opposi ng devel opnent and unity of the Muslins purely for political reasons.

Rais was nmet after presenting conputers to branches in the Jel ebu Umo
di vi sion at the Fel da Pasoh Ti ga conmuni oty hall, near here today.
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