20 JUNE 2001
Abdul | ah-Wani ta
UWNO RECOGNI SES ROLE OF WOVEN | N GENERAL ELECTI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, June 20 (Bernama) -- Umo deputy president Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi today expressed appreciation for the role of Wanita
Umo in garnering support for the party to ensure the victory of Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) candi dates in general elections.

He said Wanita Umo's role in garnering support for the party through
their personal and fam ly-oriented approach was an enornous contribution to
the success of BN candi dat es.

"Wani ta Umo has set a high standard, contributing successfully in the
nation's political arena. This is wi dely recogni sed, with the Qpposition
now al so taki ng enul ati ve steps to pronote the emanci pation of woneninits
political novenent," he sai d when si nul t aneousl y openi ng t he Umo Yout h and
Wani ta assenblies here.

He said Wanita Umo had al ways been a source of strength for Umo and
its menbers had set good and admirabl e exanples in terns of loyalty and
sacrifices made in Umo's struggle.

Al though the rati o of seats accorded to wonen as candi dates i n general
el ections and positions in government was smal |l conpared with their nunber
in Umo, their comitnment towards the party had never wavered, he said.

"At every instance of challenge that the party has faced, nenbers of
Wanita Umo have diligently and patiently carried out their tasks and
duties with the utnost responsibility,"” he said.

Abdul | ah said that with the formati on of Puteri Umo, the wonen woul d
pl ay a bigger and nore effectiverole inthe party in facing the challenges
of today and the future.

The Youth and Wanita assenblies are being held a day before the
t hree-day Umo general assenbly which will be opened by party president
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad t onorrow.
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