18 JAN 2001
Umo- Cabi net
UWNO SAYS NEW LI NE- UP PROVI DES AVENUE FOR NEW | DEAS

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 18 (Bernama) -- Yesterday's appointment of two new
m ni sters, two deputy ministers and a parlianentary secretary underscored
determination to inject newideas in several sectors of the governnent
admi ni stration, according to Umo on-1line.

It reasoned that the creation of the Wonen's Affairs Mnistry and the
pronoti on of Datuk Shahrizat Abdul Jalil to full mnister to head it was a
crucial step towards inproving the | ot of Ml aysi an wonen.

"Thi s speaks of the government's desire to see wonen naki ng up 30 per
cent of the country's future policy-nmakers and also its recognition of
their i mese contribution to the nation," said Umo on-line, the party's
cyber - nout hpi ece whi ch posts news and news anal yses for party nenbers.

Umo on-line viewed the appoi nt rent of Dat uk Abdul Ham d Zai nal Abidin
as the newMnister inthe Prine Mnister's Depatnment as a nove to sustain
continuity of stewardship in matters of |Islanmic adm nistration.

"This is crucial as the governnent is standardi sing adm ni stration of
Islamc affairs inthe states,"” it said. Abdul Ham d succeeded Dat uk Paduka
Dr Abdul Hanmid O hman who resi gned | ast week.

It al so viewed Dat uk Tengku Adnan Tengku Mansor's appoi nt ment as Deputy
Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnment as a recogniition of his
organi sational capabilities especiallyinrunningthe Umo headquarters. He
is Umo executive secretary.

"He may be tasked with special functions relating to the federal
territory and remunerations,” Umo on-line specul at ed.

Senat or Dat uk Zai nuddi n Mai di n's vast experience in journalismwould
provi de fresh i nput of ideas nowthat he is a nenber of the adninistration
as the new Parliamentary Secretary of the Information Mnistry, it said.

"The appointment of the former editor-in-chief of the Utusan group, who
isverycritical of foreign culture and poor quality televisionw Il a boon
to devel opnent in the entertai nnent world,” the Umo on-1line anal ysis said.

Meanwhi | e, i n KUALA TERENGGANU, Ummo Yout h vi ce chi ef Datuk Abdul Aziz
Shei kh Fadzir expressed hope that the two new m ni sters, Shahrizat in
particul ar, woul d hel p the governnent in naki ng deci sions affecting their
target groups.

"It is hoped that Shahrizat coul d neet the aspirations of wonen who
have been fighting for their rights and who have been all along with the
government inuplifting their status,” hetoldreporters after neeting the
Ter engganu Umo Yout h executive conmittee today.

He said Umo Youth al so hoped Zai nal Abi di n woul d make t he nost of all
hi s experience to further consolidate the country's Islamc institution.

As for Kayveas, Abdul Aziz described his appointnent as the
governnent's recognition of the role of the People's Progressive Party.

I n KUANTAN, Pahang Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob said the new
menbers of the adni nistrati on appoi nted yesterday woul d add cohesion to the
government line-up led by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Creating a special mnistry to handl e wonen's affairs woul d hel p sol ve
a host of wonen-rel ated probl ens, he said.

"Being a vital conponent of society, it is very appropriate that wonen,
bei ng not her and teacher are given due attention through a mnistry
specially created for them" he told reporters after opening a state-I|evel
di scourse on K-econony today.
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