22 FEB 2001
Mahat hi r - PAS
UWNO STI LL W LLI NG TO DI SCUSS MALAY UNI TY BUT REJECTS PAS' NEW TERMS

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 22 (Bernama) -- Umo is still willing to nmeet PAS to
di scuss Malay unity but cannot fulfil the new conditions set by the
opposition party as they are outside Umo's jurisdiction, Prime Mnister
and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad sai d t oday.

He said Umo was prepared to di scuss any subject with PAS as | ong as
PAS di d not inpose pre-conditions such the return of oil royalty to
Ter engganu and al | owi ng Har akah (PAS official organ) to be published ei ght
times a nonth.

It was not within Umo's power to neet these PAS denands, al t hough
Umo can refer themto the governnent," Dr Mahathir said at a press
conference after chairing an Umo Supreme Council neeting at the party
headquarters here today.

Last Sunday, PAS president Datuk Fadzil Noor announced the party's
deci si on to postpone the proposed neeting with Umo slated for the next
day, insisting that the neeting should al so deal with oil royalty paynent
to Terengganu, frequency of Harakah's publication and Umo's proposal to
ban use of the termlslamfor nanes of political parties.

Fadzil had said that the postponenent was due to | ack of feedback from
Umo on t he conduci ve at nosphere required for such neeting and because of
t echni cal | oose-ends.

At today's news conference, Dr Mahathir said Umo still maintained that
t he proposed neeting with PAS woul d be crucial and woul d do good.

It was for this reason that Umo accepted PAS origi nal conditions that
the nmeeting discuss the issue relating to jailed forner deputy prine
m ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mand al | eged gover nment mal practi ces.

In fact Umo did not lint the proposed neeting to discuss only Ml ay
unity, Dr Mahathir said

"But these pre-conditions thensel ves have al ready deci ded the i ssues to
be di scussed even before the neeting gets started. If we've already arrived
at a decision on a particular issue, why the need for discussion..if one
side al ready has its demands net, what's the use of di scussing," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said the Suprenme Council, which discussed the matter at
| ength, preferred that both sides neet first.

"We are still willing to neet and we shoul d set aside conditions and
instead neet first evenif thereis notopictotalk about..it is okay if
there is no topic, we just neet,"” the prine mnister said.

Dr Mahathir said it was necessary to hold the neeting as he was
convinced that it would bring about sone good.

Asked what woul d be Umo's stand i f PAS renai ned adanant that its
demands be met first, Dr Mahathir said:"W pray that they (PAS) will have a
change of heart and neet us."

Dr Mahathir said al though the proposed neeting would only invol ve the
Mal ays, it should not be a cause for concern for the non-Ml ays because
Mal ay unity has been part of national unity.

Conponent parties of the ruling Barisan Nasional (BN) coalition would
not be ignored as Umo woul d continue working with the Chinese, |ndians and
ot her organisations, he said.

"The aimof our neeting is not to teamup to fight against the
non- Mal ays. In fact even the Chinese would want to see the Mal ays narrow
down their differences so that politically the country is calm" he said.

Dr Mahat hir said Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob, who



heads t he Umo technical committee for the proposed neeting, wll
communi cate wi th hi s PAS counterpart Nasharudin Mat Isa to continue with
efforts to nake it a reality.

Asked on the notion that it was Umo that desperately wanted to have
t he neeting, Dr Mahathir said he woul d not comment on it nore than
necessary as he wanted to create an at nbsphere conduci ve for such a
neeti ng.

Asked on Fadzil's argunment that PAS can | ay down terns as Umo nade t he
proposition and asked for "its hand", Dr Mahathir said this was not about a
marri age proposal .

On the contrary, Umo was only responding to a Universiti Uara
Mal aysia | ecturer's proposal that both parties sit down and iron out their
di fferences, he said.

Mor eover, the proposed neeting was not about show ng party strength as
the | ast general electionin 1999 showed that Umo still has mass support
as it won 72 parlianmentary seats agai nst 27 secured by PAS, Dr Mahathir
added.
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