21 FEB 2001
Mahat hi r - PAS
UWNO STUDYI NG PARTY' S RESPONSE TO PAS' CONDI TI ONS

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 21 (Bernama) -- Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today Umo i s studying the conditions i nposed by PASrel ating
to the proposed neeting between the two parties to discuss Malay unity.

"We are considering our response...we w |l give our response (to PAS
conditions) later," hetoldreporters after attendi ng the presentati on of
t he appointnent letter to the new Yang Di Pertua Negeri of Sarawak, Tun
Abang Haj i Muhanmmad Sal ahuddi n Abang Beri ang, at |stana Negara here.

"For us, we nmust have a neeting first. If there are conditions, we want
to see what we can do," he said.

This is the first statement on the matter fromthe prime mnister after
PAS deci ded on | ast Sunday to post pone t he neeting which was schedul ed for
the fol |l owi ng day.

Dr Mahat hir sai d PAS shoul d have proceeded with the neeting as
proposed.

"If it has anything to say, it should speak up then," he said.

Asked about the possibility of Umo setting a new date for the neeting,
he said:

"It's not up to us. For us, we want it as soon as possible. But with
t hese conditi ons, we want see what we are going to do," he said.

Last Sunday, PAS president Datuk Fadzil Noor announced a post ponenent
of the tal ks as decided by the party's central conmmittee after a neeting.

He was quoted as saying that the neeting was post poned because t he
party had yet to receive feedback on a conduci ve at nosphere for the neeting
and al so that several technical matters had yet to be ironed out.

PAS want ed Unmo to neet three conditions before the neeting could be
hel d.

The conditions are to discuss the Terengganu oil royalty issue, the
publication of its newspaper, Harakah, and its rejection of Umo's proposal
for the word I slamto be dropped fromthe names of political parties.

Meanwhi | e, Umo Youth i nformation chief Azim Dai msaid PAS decision
to postpone the proposed tal ks was viewed as a ploy orchestrated by ot her
parties,

"Umo Youth fears that if PAS and Umo's sincere intentionis thwarted
by others, who are worried that unity will be achi eved, it woul d have
adverse repercussions on them™" he said in a statement.

Umo Yout h Chi ef Datuk H shanmuddi n Tun Hussei n sai d PAS seened to have
called off the unity tal ks sinmply because its Youth Chief, Mahfuz QOrar was
not in favour of the talks right fromthe beginning as it was carri ed anay
wi t h Keadil an which did not agree to the neeting.

"PAS Yout h has been carried away with Keadilan ...it does not refl ect
the view of all PAS nenbers," H shammuddi n, who i s al so Youth and Sports
Mnister, told reporters at his office here.

When asked if there was a split in PAS foll ow ng objection by PAS Youth
to have the unity talks, he said,"It looks likeit".

"Dat uk Fadzil Noor had made a stance (to hold the tal ks) but PAS Youth
did not want to do so and i nposed conditi ons which gave rise to the
i npression that this group had an i nfl uence over PAS | eadershi p.

Asked i f he had any advice for Mahfuz, Hi shanmmuddin said,"If he is so
taken up with Keadilan, he should then join them"
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