28/ 07/ 2001
Umo forns i ndependent secretari at

Ram an Sai d; Firdaus Abdul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri.- The Ummo Suprene Council has decided to forman

i ndependent secretariat, which would act as an appeal s panel, to hear
grouses agai nst recent action neted out by the party's disciplinary board.

Umo deputy president Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi said the suprene
council, which met today, had agreed to appoi nt Senator Datuk Mhd Zuk
Kamal uddi n to head the secretariat.

"Zuki will be the chief and he will have to recruit the rest of the
menbers, hear and study the appeals, and forward warranted cases to the Ml
(suprenme council) for consideration

"The suprene council would act as an appeal s board for such cases,"
Abdul | ah who i s al so the nanagenent commttee chairman said.

Asked when the secretariat would start operating, Abdullah said: "Very
soon, very soon ... if possible we wanted it to start yesterday, | wll
ask Zuki to expedite this."

Zuki is a fornmer Pahang State Assenbly Speaker and former State
Assenbl yman for Benta, who was | ater appointed as a Dewan Negara Senator.

He is also a menber of the Umo technical committee.

Abdul | ah, who is also the Deputy Prime M nister, was speaking at a joint
Press conference with party president and Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad after a three-hour suprene council neeting today.

So far the party's disciplinary board, which was set up to check and act
on practices of noney politics and other unhealthy acts during the run-up
to recent branch and divisional elections, had acted agai nst 21 | eaders
and nenbers for indulging in noney politics.

Twel ve of them (nostly division heads, deputy heads, youth chiefs and
deputy chiefs) were suspended and barred fromcontesting in future party
el ections for a stipulated period, while another nine, including two
suprenme council nenbers, were strictly reprinanded

More than 70 others were found not guilty of the allegations agai nst
them

The strict disciplinary board action drew criticismfromseveral of
those effected and during the | ast general assenbly the matter was widely
del i berat ed upon.

Dr Mahathir, at a Press conference on the conclusion of the genera
assenbly on June 23, said that the council would | ook into the setting up
of the appeal s panel, as proposed by disciplinary board chairman Tan Sri
Tengku Ahmad Ri t hauddeen.

Dr Mahathir prom sed that the natter woul d be discussed in the first
suprene council neeting after the assenbly (today's neeting).

In arelated matter, Abdullah said the council had al so decided to
i gnore conmplaints, allegations or reports pertaining to Umo divisiona
del egates neetings if such actions were taken nore than a nonth after the

neet i ngs.
"This means that nowthere will be a cut-off date, a cut-off point which
is exactly a nonth after the nmeetings ... after that point we will not

accept or consider any nore conplaints,”" he expl ai ned.

He said that such regul ati ons were necessary as even until today the
disciplinary board still continued to receive conplaints alleging
mal practices at divisional neetings that were conducted nore than two
nmont hs ago.

The council had al so decided that Puteri Umo would continue with its



pro-temstatus until the end of the year.
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