30 JULY 2001
Umo- Quot a
UWNO YOUTH WANTS QUOTA SYSTEM MAI NTAI NED

KUALA LUMPUR, July 31 (Bernanma) -- Umo Youth today called on Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad to consi der thoroughly the proposal
to admt students into public universities strictly on nerit.

Its chief Datuk H shammuddi n Hussein said the existing race-based quota
systemof enrol ment nust be retained.

"Umo Youth feels that this systemmnust be naintai ned because the gap
i n education opportunities between Bum puteras and non-Bumi put er as,
especially in the science and technology field, is still obvious,"” he sid
in a statenent.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said |last Friday that the
government might replace the quota systemw th one based on nerit to shock
Mal ay students into doing better.

H shamuddi n sai d Umo Youth wanted the quota systemretained in line
with the national education policy.

"It is feared that the absence of a quota system especially in the
eara of k-econony, will result in a nuch wider gap in ternms of know edge
acqui sition anmong our students," he said.

H shammuddi n sai d that based on | ast year's statistics, Bum puteras
accounted for only 42.1 percent of Ml aysi an students adm tted to private
institutions of higher |earning and 12. 6 percent of Ml aysi ans who enrolled
in foreign universities.

The Umo Youth chief called for a conplete review of the country's
education systemto ensure Bumi putera students were not |left behindin
education right fromthe primary school |evel.

"Umo Youth is very committed in this matter. Through the Educati on
Bureau chaired by Dr Adham Baba, Umo Youth will inplenment various
programmes |i ke the I ntensive Tuition Programe to hel p our students from
the school level to inprove their performance,” he said.
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