25/ 12/ 2001

Umo Youth: We won't repeat mistakes

KANGAR, Mon. - Umo Youth will not repeat the mstakes that |led to Barisan
Nasi onal ' s defeat in Lunas in canpaigning for the upcom ng | ndera Kayangan
State by-el ection

The movenent's deputy chief Datuk Abdul Aziz Shei kh Fadzir said that
with Parti Keadilan Nasional expected to field a Malay candi date for the
I ndera Kayangan by-el ection, the stage would be set for another "Lunas"-
i ke confrontation between a Mal ay Opposition and a non-Ml ay Bari san
Nasi onal candi date.

"W have been told that Keadilan will |ikely place a Mal ay candi date
here, so we want to see if they will enploy the sane tactics.

"W will be prepared for them" he said.

Abdul Aziz said this before attending a nmeeting with Perlis Barisan
Nasi onal chairman and Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassi mat the
latter's office here.

In the Nov 29 Kedah State Assenbly by-el ection |ast year, Keadilan
candi date Sai fuddin Nasution |Isnmail defeated the BN s S. Ant honysany by a
530-vote nmajority, amd allegations that the Qpposition had used racia
and religious issues to stir voter sentinents.

Abdul Aziz, who was then head of Umo Youth's by-el ection canpaign
commttee, reportedly tendered his resignation as the novenent deputy
chief follow ng the defeat.

His resignation letter, addressed to Umo president and BN chai r man
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad in the follow ng nonth, was rejected

Asked whet her the absence of Keadil an Youth chi ef Mohamad Ezam Mohd
Noor, currently being held under the Internal Security Act, would provide
an advantage to the BN Yout h canpai gn, Abdul Aziz said it was of little

consequence.
"W did not |ose Lunas because Keadil an Youth was strong.
"W | ost because our strategy was wong... the way we nobilised then was

wong, so we will not repeat those sane mi stakes here.”
( END)
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