19 MAY 2001
Mahat hi r - Umo
UWNO SERI QUS | N TAKI NG ACTION, WLL NOT @ VE | N TO THREATS, SAYS PM

JOHOR BAHARU, May 19 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today that Umo will not giveinto threats by its nenbers
found guilty of indulging in noney politics by the party's Disciplinary
Board to | eave the party.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said that if the party were to give
into such threats, it would be seen as not serious inits action.

"I'f we were to givein, it means that we are not serious (in taking
action)," he told a news conference after opening the 55th M C annual
general assenbly here.

He bel i eved that the nmenbers naki ng such threats had felt slighted and
a little disappointed over the action taken agai nst thembut would readily
accept it after giving it nuch thought.

"I feel that Umo nenbers sonetines nake rat her hasty
statenments...maybe they will think it over," he sai d when asked to coment
on the statenment by Miar Umo division chief Datuk Abdullah Orar foll ow ng
the action taken by the Umo Disciplinary Board on May 5.

Abdul | ah, who i s deputy executive chairman of KFC Hol di ngs (M Bhd, won
t he post after defeating incunbent Malik Muni p at the division's del egates'
nmeeting on April 28.

Abdul | ah was reported to have said that he mi ght | eave Umo but his
intention was not athreat issued to the party which woul d hear his appeal
t onor r ow.

Among ot hers, Abdullah said that the donation of 57 units of conmputers
by the KFC Hol dings to the rural residents of Miuar was i nappropriately
linked to nobney politics because they were not nmeant for Umo nenbers but
for the benefit of the community.

Dr Mahat hir said that Umo menbers wi shing to donate noney to the party
shoul d hand themover to the Umo headquarters or the state Umo |i aison
bodi es for distribution.

"As such, allegations that we are maki ng donations to garner support
will not arise.

"I'f we truly love Umo, donate to the headquarters and the |iaison
bodi es which will distribute themto all Umo nenbers instead of only to
our own division," he said.

Dr Mahathir said it would be difficult to escape such all egations
because when donati ons were nade only to their own division, it would be
inclined to be regarded as a bid to win the support of the division.

He said that it was not necessary for Umo to i ntroduce a code of
ethics pertaining to noney politics inthe party because Umo al ready had
various codes of ethics and it would not mean anything if actions were not
t aken.

Injest, the prime nminister said that the nedia shoul d al so support
Umo's efforts to clean the party of nobney politics.

"Therefore | hope the press will also support this action. The press
are very inportant people...," he saidin laughter joined by M C presi dent
Dat uk Seri S. Sany Vel | u and Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman
who were present at the nedia conference.

On his two-day visit to the state, Dr Mahathir said that he net all the
grassroot | eaders at four Umo divisions -- Segamat, Bakri, Pontian and
Gel ang Patah -- which provided hi man opportunity to explain problens in
Umo and neasures needed to be taken to overcone t hem



"At the sane time, | also had the opportunity to hear the views of
di vi si ons over their probl ens and t heir perception of Umo's probl ens and
t hese are nost valuable to ne," he said, adding that the visit was very
useful in further enhancing federal and grassroot rel ations.
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