07 APR 2001
Mahat hir-1 sl am
UWNO ULAMAS TO STUDY M SUSE OF THE WORD | SLAM BY PAS

TANAH MERAH, April 7 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
today Umo U amas will study if PASis msusing the word Islamin the
party's nane.

"If we feel that they are mi susing the word "Islanf, we can sue themin
court and it will be upto the court to decide,” the Prime Mnister said at
a di al ogue session held during a get-together session with branch and
di vision | eaders of Umo Tanah Merah and Jeli divisions at Sekol ah Menengah
Tekni k here.

He said the Conference of Rul ers decided that no organi sati on woul d be
stopped fromusing the word I slamon condition it was not used to ni sl ead
the public.

Dr Mahathir added that the rulers also decided that if the word Islam
was used to m sl ead t he peopl e and was agai nst | sl am then the organi sation
can be brought to court under existing | aws.

"I'f we can prove clearly that the word | sl amused by PAS i s m sl eadi ng
the people and is not used in the proper context, then we can bring the
matter to court and charge themfor the offence," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said Umo had nany reasons to believe that PAS was
m sl eadi ng but required validjustification, Iikeits inpact on Muslins.

He added that the nove to ban the use of the word Islamin the nane of
an organi sati on coul d not be done as many or gani sati ons woul d t hen have to
undergo a nane change.

The Prime M nister al so asked Umo nenbers who are aware of noney
politics at the branch or division level to raise the matter with adequate
proof so that appropriate action can be taken.

"I myself will report to the Anti Corruption Agency for action to be
taken if there is concrete proof of such happenings," he said.

He added that there were many who conpl ai ned of noney politics but
declined to conme forward when asked (to do so with proof).

The Prine M nister also said Umo would go to the grassroots to neet
yout hs especi ally university students to bring themcloser to Umo.

On the incidence of illegal inmgrants maki ng use of dual identity
cards to hel p the opposition, Dr Mahathir said those caught with Ml aysi an
identity cards woul d have t hem confi scat ed.

He said both Mal aysi an and Thai authorities would cooperate to curb the

entry of illegal immgrants and al so to explain to Muslimleaders in
sout hern Thai |l and about PAS.
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