25 JAN 2001
Mahat hi r - PAS
UVNO W LL NOT STOP PAS FROM JO NI NG BN | F OKAYED BY COALI TI ON PARTNERS

JITRA, Jan 25 (Bernama) -- Umo will not stop PAS fromjoining the
Bari san Nasional (BN) if its other partnersintheruling coalitionreadily
accept PAS, the Prime M nister and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad sai d.

"I'f PAS wants tojoin BN, it is up to the other BN conponent parties to
decide. Umo will not stand in the way," he tol d reporters when approached
on the matter after attending an Aidil Fitri reception organi sed by the
Kubang Pasu Umo Youth here today.

Dr Mahathir is Kubang Pasu Umo di vi sion chief and Kubang Pasu Menber
of Parlianent.

Asked whet her, in the context of the proposed Umo-PAS tal ks on Ml ay
unity, PAS woul d disband itself and have its nenbers join Umo, Dr Mahathir
sai d whil e Umo woul d accept anyone, he did not think PAS woul d di ssol ve
itself to join Umo.

"Even all this while, many PAS nenbers have joi ned Umo. W are open.
Neverthel ess, | do not think PAS would di sband itself to join Umo," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

On the groundwork for the proposed Umo-initiated talks with PAS on
Mal ay unity, the prinme mnister said preparations were being put in place.

"We are now deternining the date and venue. W | ook forward to having a
di scourse with them W want to knowtheir views. For the tine being we
cannot say nuch," he added.
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