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Umo attracts nore than 87,000 new nenbers

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Umo's nenbership drive has attracted nore than
87,000 new nmenbers nati onw de.

Party vice-president Datuk Seri Mhd Najib Razak said it showed that the
party was rel evant and popul ar anong the peopl e.

"Thi s canpai gn has been well-received by the rakyat. But we nust
intensify our efforts to strengthen the party's foothold anong the Ml ays.

"It is hoped that the success of the canpaign thus far, will spur al
Umo divisions and branches to redouble their efforts to attract nore new
menbers,"” Najib, who is Umo Menbershi p and Voters Regi stration Bureau
chai rman, said at the | aunching of the Federal Territory Umo menbership
drive.

Al so present were Umo executive secretary Senator Datuk Tengku Adnan
Mansor, Wanita Umo vice head Datuk Shahrizat Jalil and Lenbah Pant ai
di vi sion chief Raja Nong Chik Raja Zainal Abidin

The | argest nunber of new nenbers cane from Kedah with 21, 743 and
Terengganu wi th 12, 359.

Naji b said anong the reasons why Umo was gai ning popularity was due to
the country's | eadership stance on international issues, especially the
Af ghani stan-United States crisis.

Besi des, he said, the announcenent by Umo president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad that Mal aysia was an | slamic state was anot her reason why
the party was beconi ng nore prom nent.

At a Press conference later, Najib said the Federal Territory canpaign
woul d al so 1 ook into the probl emof phantom branches.

"There are branches set up, especially in the Federal Territory, where
the nenbership in an area was questionabl e. Wen we checked t he branches,
we found that the nenbers were fromdifferent areas, or that they don't
exist at all."

He al so said the increase in menbership in Terengganu was a refl ection
of the State popul ace's dissatisfaction with Pas' performance.

In Gua Musang, Umo Yout h chief Datuk H shammuddi n Hussein said the
nmovenent had recruited 75,000 new nmenbers since it enbarked on a
menber ship drive two nont hs ago.

He said the |atest figure brought its total nenbership to 750, 000 which
is an increase of 10 per cent.

Asked if he was satisfied with the figure, he said people nust bear in
m nd that those above 40 ceased to becone nenbers of the wing.

"Recruitnment of new nenbers is an agenda of the novenent," H shammuddi n,
who is also the Youth and Sports Mnister, said after |aunching the
Pr ogram Penuda Masuk Kanmpung at Kanpung Bertam Bar u.

Besi des this, he said the novenent was al so active in registering its
nmenbers as voters.

"W are working closely with party vice-president Datuk Seri Najib
Razak.

"I have asked all State and divisional Youth heads to determnine the
wher eabouts of every nmenber and do the necessary," he said, adding if
di vi sions or branches experienced a shortage of nenbership forns, they
could obtain themfromthe Umo Youth headquarters.
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