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Umo nmust return to the people

Abdul | ah Ahnmad

WHEN | agreed first to be his political analyst (in 1962) and then his
political secretary in 1963, | never suspected Tun Razak had signed ne on
(as it were) for the political lesson of alifetime. | was then 25.

Now at 64 (in July) ny self-appointed mssionis toinsprie a new
generation of Ml aysians to get involved in public service, and if | could
make politics accessible (for the clever people) and fun (for everybody)
nore and nore Ml aysi ans woul d feel energised to participate.

| must warn you, though, that tough battle awaits you. Mdst of the
i ncunbents want the nanagenent floor only for thensel ves or for those that
t hey favour.

The controversy over the use of the word "Islani is over, at |east for
the time being. Sone had wi shed the Malay Rul ers conference had taken a
harder line than it did whilst others thought otherw se.

That anyone shoul d have even thought there should be a ban on its use
suggests a lack of intellectual depth. Perhaps | acking a sense of
political security is nearer to the truth.

What ever, political stability and a tolerant nmulti-religious society
remain central to the ruling party's agenda. What concerns ne i s how Umo
(and the Governnent) can refashion its nessage, regain the public's trust
on various issues and position itself to becone the majority party in the
11th Parli ament.

We are governed everywhere. The argunents the politicians give to
support their right to rule differ across a spectrumas broad as the
| anguages and di al ects in which the nessages are expressed and passed on

Pas' goal is to replace Umo and establish an Islanic state pronto.
Utimtely, Mlaysians will get the governnent they want, or are
condi tioned to want the governnent they get.

Pas' polity (a set of behaviours) has a political culture (a set of
I slamic beliefs).

Pas, in a way, is like a comunist party; it firmy believes in the
dom no theory: That if one strategically placed state in a regi on goes
Pas, the others will follow quickly.

In Septenber 1959, Terengganu Umo fell to Pas, followed by Kel antan
(Umo won only two State seats and a single Parlianent seat) - a feat Pas
repeated in 1999. Then, State el ections preceded the parliamentary
el ection. From 1964 they have been hel d sinul t aneously.

Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra, the president of Umo and Prine M nister,
stated that Umo's downfall in the two States was because Ummo | eaders
were conpl acent and did not go down to kanpung as they shoul d have done

Umo was and is an essentially a kanpung-based party al though it now has
al so many nenbers and supporters who live in towns and cities.

Pas hel d Terengganu only up to COctober 1961. It lost to Umo via
def ecti ons engi neered by Tun Razak and never regained it until the 1999
general election. In Kelantan, Pas maintained its rule continuously until
1978 when it | ost partly through the nmachi nati ons of Tengku Razal ei gh
Hanzah who, ironically, 11 years later (in 1990) al so hel ped Pas to
recapture it from Umo.

It has ruled the state since then and it |ooks set for a | ong innings.
Pas has renewed its belief in the domno theory. Inits ceramah (mni-
canmpaign) the story goes like this: W have a row of domi noes (states). W
have knocked down the first one after 38 years (Terengganu) and the next



one will be Pahang. W have al ready caused the begi nning of a
disintegration in Umo which will have the nost profound influences.

It does occur to ne, not suddenly in fact, that if it could happen to
domi noes it could happen to States too. Pas, to many Mal ays, is a party of
do-gooders. It tells the Malays one thing, and to the Chinese with whomit
desperately wants to share its bed, quite another

To the Mal ays: don't go near Umo; for Pas is holier than Umo. To the
Chinese, W are not a tribal party like Umo. W |ove the Chinese nore
t han Umo does!

Pas seriously believes even the Chinese are gullible in politics. Maybe
there are sone politically anbitious (and desperate) Chinese who want to
stake their future with the Islamsts.

Still, I don't believe in Pas' historical inevitability as | did not in
the inevitability of communi smeven after South Vietnamfell because its
defeat was wholly predictable. | wote about it in the Op-Ed Page of the
Li beral Houston Chronicle in Spring 1962 when | was a guest reporter for
t hr ee nont hs.

Qurs is a classic case of a plural society. Even though everything is
based on religion, race, |anguage and still pretty nmuch divided by
economc role, | do not believe an Islanmc State as envi saged by PAS -
scrupul ously based on the Quran, the sayings of Prophet Mihammad and
syariah |l aw and jurisprudence - is feasible.

The mai ntanence (and strengthing) of inter-racial and inter-religious
har nony has al ways been every government's objective because it is the
foundati on on which all other targets rest. Racial politicking has of late
exabercat ed what seens already a febrile situation

Make no m stake, conservative Pas supporters are not |ike the
conpassi onate conservatives. They want an Iran-type Islamc state while
enl i ght ened Mal ays and ot her Ml aysi ans want status quo retained,
preferably a secul ar state.

Pas has been stridently and boldly plotting establish an Islamic State,
and to its credit it sayd so openly in the kanpung and to urban Ml ays.

Pas thinks it can do so sooner than expected with the support of the
DAP, Keadilan and Parti Rakyat. Pas considers these people as its prize.

I nnocent supporters who have, to its great surprise, wittingly and
unwi ttingly have conme over offering their hel ping hand to oust the hated
Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mihammmuad.

Pas is adept at confronting a changed and changi ng situation. For Pas
the Rulers conference's decision is both a reprieve as well as respite. It
will abide by the fatwa only when it suits the party.

Once it governs, the party's Islamc nane will be entrenched and al
bodi es, organisations and institutions using the word "Islant will sprout
i ke mushroonms. To a little extent, it already does: Parti |slam
| nsurance |Islam hospital and hotel Islam

As for Umo, it should not be too unhappy, really. The Umo-1I ed
governnent has |l et the m suse and exploitation of Islamgo on far too
I ong. The Umo | eadershi p was over-confident that Pas woul d never reach
its current |level of acceptance and therefore decided, despite repeated
calls by its grassroots that the word be banned, benignly to ignore it
instead of nipping it in the bud.

Pas even warned it woul d stage street denonstrations if it was forced to
drop Islamfromits name. Pas, | know, would not have dared utter such a
threat in the Seventies, even in the Eighties.

Umo's consolation is that Pas nmust now tread its political course
scrupulously lest it be | abelled, punished, and even the fatwa reviewed if
it openly transgresses or infringes it.

Though there is no restriction on the use of the word "Islan by any



organi sation; indeed it is encouraged within the context of know edge
di sci plines, enhancenent of the faith and conpassi on, people m susing
Islamto confuse Muslins or for deviant purposes are puni shabl e under
exi sting | aws.

More inportantly, a person is a Miuslimupon neeting all the obligations
and abiding by the five pillars of faith and Islam

No additional qualifications (like menbership of Pas) are needed.
Therefore, it is wong (sinful) to believe that affiliation with and
procl amati on of support for a specific group (Pas) is a prerequisite to be
deened a Muslim Anyone who preaches or speaks of this is a deviant and is
puni shabl e.

Only Allah has the absolute right to determ ne who goes to heaven or
hell (Pas or its | eaders)

Umo nmust not nmake Pas' nanme an excuse for its weakness. It has fought
Pas in all the elections that were ever held in this country since 1955
and beat it handsonely npst of the tinme. Umo has never |ost to Pas except
in Kel antan and Terengganu. It must show it respects and uphol ds the fatwa
and denocracy. It can still win against Pas provided it relearns politica
and PR skills.

Wiile it seeks to better opportunities in the civil service, the police,
the arned forces in schools and university for all Ml aysians, there is no
other time which seens nore propitious for Dr Mahathir to face squarely
and quickly the internal ructions in Ummo.

What he does is bound to be controversial, even heated, but his
political antennae nmust have warned himthat the alternative (not to do
anything drastic) is suicidal. The Umo | eadershi p and establishnment are
percei ved no | onger connected to the Mal ay grassroots.

To Pas, under Islamthe end justifies the neans. It is perceived as a
party which has strong |slam c convictions.

Yet strong conviction is exactly what's needed in Umo. The majority of
Mal aysi ans who voted BN during the |last general election don't want an
Islamic state. They woul d prefer status quo, good heal thcare, econom c
prosperity, good schools, freedom peace and stability, transparency,
ef fi cacy and trustworthi ness anong their governors.

( END)
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