15 OCT 2001
H shammuddi n- Ant hr ax
UWNO YOUTH CLAI M5 US STATEMENT ON ANTHRAX SHALLOW

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 15 (Bernama) -- Umo Youth today told the western
media to refrain fromexaggerating the i ssue onthe letter clainmed to have
been contami nated wi th ant hrax and said to have been sent fromMal aysia to
the United States (US) to the extent that it could tarnish Mal aysia's i mage
and reputation.

The novement' s head Dat uk Hi shammuddi n Tun Hussei n sai d Umo Youth
hoped the western nedia, especially CNN, woul d not exaggerate the issue
with the aimof shifting world attention fromthe American attacks on
Af ghani st an.

An unbal anced report coul d confuse the perception of the international
communi ty towards Mal aysi a whi ch had been "proven to be a nation of peace
and harnony", he said in a statement rel eased by the novenent today.

The report fromthe US quoted officials as confirmng that tests
carried out on the letter proved positive of the presence of the deadly
bacteri a.

H shamuddin is nowin Japan on an eight-day tour fromGCct 10 at the
invitation of the Japanese governnent.

"Mal aysia's stand on the American attacks is very clear, that is, the
attacks on Afghanistan will not resolve the matter on terrorism" he said.
Meanwhi | e, in Japan, Hi shamruddi n hel d neetings with the Econoni c,

Trade and | ndustry M ni ster Takeo Hi ranuma, Seni or Vi ce Forei gn M nister
Sei ken Sugi ura, LDP Parlianmentary Associ ati on Chai rman for Motorsports
Pronotion Seishiro Eto, Economic, Trade and Industry Vice-Mnister Keiji
Furuya and LDP acting secretary-general Nobutaka Machi nura.

I n anot her devel opnent, Hi shamuddi n al so said Umo Yout h was proud of
t he appoi ntment of Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad as head in
the efforts to tackle terrori smby the Organisation of Islam c Conference
(a0.
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