27 APR 2001
Abdul | ah- Umo
UWNO NEEDS TO BE CLOSER TO THE PECPLE, SAYS ABDULLAH

ALOR SETAR, April 27 (Bernama) -- Umo nust be closer to the people and
chanpion their cause if it wants to continue to represent them said Umo
deputy president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi today.

"If Umo wants to be a party that truly represents the people and
chanpi oning their cause then it nust be determ ned to get closer to the
peopl e and struggle for them™" he said.

Speaki ng at the opening of the general neeting of the Kuala Kedah Umo
di vision here, he said such efforts woul d enable Umo to get the support of
t he peopl e.

In this context, Abdullah urged nenbers and | eaders at all levels to
cl ose ranks after the party el ection.

He sai d denocratic practice would actually run snoothly if they
mai nt ai ned solidarity after the el ecti on because t hey accepted t he deci si on
of the ngjority.

Abdul | ah sai d Umo nenbers nust choose | eaders who were credi bl e, good
and coul d bring success to the party instead of choosing | eaders based on
cliques.

"What is the point of struggling to ensure the party |ineup but only to
| ose during the general election," he said.

He said Umo still prevail ed because of the continued practice of
denocr acy whi ch gave nmenbers t he opportunity to choose their | eaders.

Abdul I ah, who is al so the Deputy Prinme Mnister, criticised PAS for
using religionto gain political power while Umo used political power to
pronote |Islamand develop its followers in the country.

He al so | ashed out at those who continued to slander Prinme Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad to i nstigate the people to hate the nationa
| eader.
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