04 JAN 2001
H shammuddi n- Debat e
UWNO YOUTH PLANS TO POSTPONE DEBATE W TH PAS YOUTH

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 4 (Bernama) -- Umo Yout h head Datuk H shanmmuddi n Tun
Hussei n has proposed that the debate on special Ml ay privel eges with PAS
Yout h | eader Mahfuz Orar be postponed tenporarily.

He sai d the debate was not appropriate at the nonment, when Umo Youth
was endeavouring to press the Mal aysi an Chi nese Organi sati ons El ection
Appeal s Commi ttee (Suqiu) to drop their demands pertaining to special Ml ay
privel eges.

"It's not proper and not nice for two young Mal ay | eaders to debate
openly in public on the matter while we are chanpi oni ng the issue.

"I't will only showthat we are acting irresponsi bly especially when
there are certain quarters trying to unite the Malays," he said in an
interviewin the Umo-Online website today.

H shammuddi n, who i s al so Youth and Sports M nister, said he woul d
i nformdebat e noder at or Royal Prof Ungku Aziz to postpone the debate with
Mahfuz if the theme for the debate was on special Mal ay privel eges.

The 17-Poi nt Appeal raised by Sugiu had becone controversial as it al so
denmanded t hat the special Ml ay privel eges be abol i shed.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad had described t he group
as extrem sts for naki ng demands whi ch coul d af fect the exi sting soci al
contract between the communiti es and harnmony prevailinginthe country
si nce i ndependence

Subsequent |y, the Federation of Peninsul ar Mal ay Students (GPMS) made
100 counter denmands and pl anned to hold protest gatherings in every state
and a protest gathering of 100,000 people at the Bukit Jalil Nationa
St adi um

H shammuddi n had al so stated his willingness to hold a di al ogue with
the Sugiu to end the controversy as soon as possible.

He said for the new year, Umo Youth woul d open a new chapter inits
struggl es and woul d not be engage i n any pol em cs with anyone maki ng
criticismagai nst the novenment inthe interest of the religion, race and
country.

Meanwhi | e, Mahfuz said he intended to proceed with the debate with
H shammuddi n and urged that the debate on the special Mal ay privel eges be
hel d i mredi atel y.

He said the debate ainmed to clarify to the people on the specia
posi tion of the Ml ays.

He sai d Ungku Aziz had already fixed the date for the debate between
Jan 13 and Feb 24.

"Hi shanuddi n should not dilly dally anynore. He shoul d cone forward to
denpnstrate that he is a responsi bl e | eader," he sai d.

Mahfuz sai d H shamuddin's excuse had nothing to do with the Sugiu
whi ch had stated their agreenent to Article 153 of the Federal Constitution
on the special Malay priveleges all this while.
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