20/ 02/ 2001
Umo to study conditions set by Pas

Abdul Razak Ahmad; Firdaus Abdul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Umo's political bureau has asked its technica
commttee to study the pre-conditions which Pas had set in order to create
a "conduci ve environment" for the Malay unity talks to take place.

Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said this was part of the
efforts to help maintain the nonentum of the proposed tal ks between the
two parties.

The deci si on was nmade by the bureau which net at the Prine Mnister's
residence in Putra Jaya this afternoon.

Khalil told reporters after the neeting: "W are prepared to wait, and
the technical comrittee will continue their efforts.

"The committee has been asked to study Pas' conditions on the "~conducive
envi ronment' which they have requested for."

The two-hour neeting, which began about 2pm was chaired by Umo
president and Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

Khal il, who heads Umo's technical commttee, said he briefed the
nmeeting on Pas' pre-conditions.

The Umo-Pas technical conmttee has already net twice. After its first
meeting on Feb 8, Feb 19 was set for the talks. A second neeting | ast
Friday indicated that the tal ks were on al though Pas secretary-general
Nasharudin Mat |sa had, a day earlier, proposed four issues the party
wanted to be highlighted in the talks. They relate to federalism the
econony, religion and the judiciary.

Yest erday, Pas decided to postpone the talks, with its president Datuk
Fadzi | Noor announcing pre-conditions which needed to be fulfilled in
order to create a "nore conducive environnent" for the tal ks to happen.

The two main pre-conditions are restoring perm ssion for Pas party
organ, Harakah, to be published twice weekly fromthe current two tinmes a
mont h, and t he Terengganu petrol eumroyalty issue.

O her ancillary pre-conditions which Fadzil outlined yesterday rel ated
to the use of the word "Islant in Pas' nanme, and police action agai nst Pas
cer anah.

Khal il was asked on Umo's technical commttee's stand when studying the
pre-conditions.

He explained that sone of themrelated to matters under the Governnent's
jurisdiction.

"These tal ks are between two political parties, which are Umo and Pas,
but sonme of the issues which Pas has brought up fall under the anbit of
t he Bari san Nasi onal Government.

"The two are not the sane," said Khalil, adding that Umo nust consult
its Barisan Nasional partners regarding any party decision which rel ated
to the Governmnent.

As such, Umo's technical commttee had been asked to explain to Pas
that the neeting was between Pas and Umo, not between Pas and the
Governnent, according to a source present at the neeting.

Khal il said Umo woul d announce its stand on the pre-conditions during
the party's next technical commttee neeting.

The neeting was attended by Umo's political bureau nmenbers and ot her
invited | eaders.

Seen | eaving Putrajaya after the neeting were several State Umo chiefs
and suprene council nenbers.

They included Negri Senbilan Umo chief Tan Sri Mhd | sa Abdul Sanad,



Pahang Ummo chi ef Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob, ©Malacca Umo chief Datuk Wra
Mohd Ali Rustam and Sabah Umo chi ef Datuk Seri Osu Sukam

O hers were Unmo vice-presidents Tan Sri Muhanmad Muhamad Tai b and Tan
Sri Miuhyi ddin Yassin, along with Umo suprene council nenber Azalina
O hman.

Umo Yout h chi ef Datuk H shammuddi n Hussei n and Terengganu Umo |i ai son
comm ttee deputy chairman Datuk Idris Jusoh were al so seen.
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