11/ 02/ 2001
Umo- Pas tal ks on Malay unity to be held on Feb 19

Farush Khan; Ranl an Sai d; Zubai dah Abu Bakar; Saj ahan Waheed
KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The Malay unity tal ks between Umo and Pas will be
hel d on Feb 19, with both parties represented by six-nenber del egati ons.

Announci ng this today, Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad
said he would be in the talks.

"We see that Pas will be led by its president (Datuk Fadzil Noor), so we
al so want the same,” he told a Press conference after chairing a three-
hour Umo suprene council neeting at Menara Dato’ Onn.

The Prinme Mnister said the date and format of the tal ks were proposed
by Pas and was agreed upon by the Umo suprene council which deliberated
on the matter today.

Asked whet her there would be any restriction to the agenda of the
proposed tal ks, Dr Mahathir said they would be open to "all topics."

He added that national unity was al so connected to Malay unity.

"Wt are prepared to discuss all matters," he said when asked on whet her
t he agenda had been expanded to cover tal ks on national unity, instead of
limting it to just Malay unity.

Pas had earlier stressed that the tal ks should be on national unity
i nstead of Malay unity, to which Umo said it had no objection.

The technical comrittees of both parties net |ast Thursday where severa
aspects of the tal ks were agreed upon.

Dr Mahathir said the other five Umo representatives woul d be deci ded by
its political bureau.

Dr Mahat hir was al so asked whet her the decision to open the agenda neant
it had accepted conditions reportedly set by Pas, including discussions on
the Petronas oil royalty paynents to Terengganu

He replied Pas had not set any conditions and it would be an open
di scussi on.

In an i medi ate response, Fadzil said that Pas representatives to the
tal ks woul d be selected after the party's central working comrittee was
briefed on the outcone of the Ummo-Pas technical comrittee neeting by its
secretary-general Nasharuddin Mat | sa.

Nasharuddin i s now overseas and will only brief top Pas | eaders on the
out come of the technical comm ttee nmeeting when he returns.

"W wel cone Umo's positive response to our proposals,” he said in a
t el ephone i nt ervi ew.

Asked whether it was true that Pas al so wanted the Terengganu oi
royalty issue to be included in the unity tal ks agenda, Fadzil said he was
unaware of the matter as Nasharuddin has yet to brief himand other Pas
| eaders on the outcone of the technical conmmittee neeting.

Dr Mahat hir, when asked whet her Umo woul d accept Parti Keadil an
Nasional if it wanted to join the tal ks as the scope of discussion woul d

al so cover national unity, said: "No ... they said they are not a Ml ay-
based party".
Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob, who was seated beside Dr

Mahat hir, said Keadilan had officially notified Umo that they did not
want to participate in the talks.

Dr Mahathir said today's neeting al so deci ded that Umo suprene counci
menbers shoul d voice grievances related to party matters only through the
council or the party headquarters.

"As for other party nmenbers, they should convey their grouses to the
council menbers who can informthe council."



Asked whether it was a "gag order" to Umo nenbers, he said it was not.
"This is to prevent the Opposition fromusing the issues (raised by
menbers) against the party," he said.
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