14 DEC 2001
Mahat hi r - Pal esti ne
UN MUST TAKE FI RM ACTI ON TO CURB AGGRESSI ON AGAI NST PALESTI NE, SAYS PM

PUTRAJAYA, Dec 14 (Bernama) -- Malaysia today called on the world's
superpowers and the United Nations to take firmaction to curb aggression
agai nst Pal esti ne.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said that w thout stern
action, aggression and retaliation which had occurred i n the Wst Bank
woul d never end.

"We have witten to governnments of the Organisation of Islamc
Countries and of Europe especially over the strikes agai nst other Muslim
countries besi des Afghani stan.

"As regards to Pal estine, we al so stated that action nust be taken, but
response has been slow," he told reporters after recording his Aidilfitri
nessage to be aired over RTMon Hari Raya eve, at his office here.

The Prine M nister said that the best solution to the
Pal estinian-1sraeli conflict would be to separate the Arabs fromthe
Israelis there.

Dr Mahathir said that he had al so proposed that a United Nations
peacekeepi ng force be depl oyed i n Pal esti ne.

"I'f (Arabs and Israelis) are not separated, (Pal estine) President
Yasser Arafat cannot possibly put a stop to the aggressive actions of the
Pal esti ni ans who have been extrenely angered (over Israeli actions in
borbi ng resi dential areas and ot her pl aces).

"But the rash retaliatory actions by the Israelis were to the extent of
attenpting to kill President Arafat and the world rermains silent asif the
worl d all ows such attenpts planned by a certain regine," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that when the Israeli soldiers kill the Pal estinians
usi ng sophi sticated weapons, the world all ows this but when the
Pal esti ni ans react in revenge i ndi vidual Iy, wi thout the pernission of
Arafat, it is regarded as terrorismand the | eader is blaned for it.

Asked on Mal aysia's proposal to host a conference on terrorism
schedul ed to be hel d next year, he said that Mal aysia's prepardness was for
t he purpose of determ ning who are actually terrorists.

"If we were to say that only Muslins are terrorists, | feel it will be
difficult for Islamc countries to participate in nmeasures to nmerely hunt
down the Muslimterrorists whereas we know that others are al so
terrorists...we should hunt down all terrorists irrespective of race,
irrespective of religion," he said.

Asked to comment on the failure of the United States and t he Northern
Al'liance to capture Gsama bin Laden, said to be the prinme suspect in the
Sept 11 attacks on the United States, he said: "That is what we have
envi saged wi || happen. "

"Even though t he Tal i bans have been crushed, strikes will still have to
carry on. Strikes are not the way (todoit). Anore thoroughly planned
action to target the terrorists must be carried out, not |aunching bonbs at
randomat the all places," he said.
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