04/ 09/ 2001

10 students to be chosen for UN session

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Ten teenagers are expected to join the National Unity
and Soci al Devel opnent M nistry's delegation to the United Nations
Speci al Session on Children starting Sept 19 in New York.

The students are expected to take part in a forumw th other children
fromaround the world during the three-day session

A mnistry official said the 10, aged between 14 and 16, woul d be
sel ected fromschool s nati onw de.

The nministry had earlier planned to send two students to the special
session, but strong support for children's issues by Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad had pronpted the ministry to increase the nunber

National Unity and Soci al Devel opment M nister Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah
Sulaiman will | ead the Ml aysi an del egation to the special session.

Anpong those in delegation are officials fromthe National Unity and
Soci al Devel opnent, Education and Health mnistries, the Economni c Pl anning
Unit inthe Prine Mnister's Departnment and non-gover nnent al
organi sations.

As a run-up to the session, the national-level "Say Yes For Children"
canpai gn was | aunched by Dr Mahathir on Sat urday.

The launch in Petaling Jaya was attended by nore than 5,000 children.
The "Say Yes for Children" canpaign is part of a global crusade to enable
chidren and adults to speak out on ways to inprove the lives of children.

It is built on 10 inperatives.

They are "Leave no child", "Put children first", "Care for every child",
"Fight HHV/AIDS", "Stop harming and exploiting children", "Listen to
children", "Educate every child", "Protect children fromwar", "Protect

the earth for children"” and "Fi ght poverty: Invest in children”
Events lined up for the canpaign include a forumat the Pusat Belia
Ant ar abangsa i n Cheras on Saturday, a wal kathon for children and

t al kshows.
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