08 JUL 2001
Mahat hi r-Uni versities
UNDERGRADUATES | NVOLVED | N ANTI - GOVERNMVENT ACTI VI TI ES TO BE EXPELLED

LANGKAW, July 8 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad sai d t oday t hat undergraduates found i nvol ved i n anti - gover nment
activities in future will be expelled fromuniversity.

"If they do not concentrate on their studies, they will be renpoved from
university," hetoldreporters after observing devel opnent projects here.

Such a condition would be enforced in view of the |arge nunber of
student s especi al | y Mal ay under graduat es i nvol ved i n anti - gover nment
activities, he said.

"I' mnost saddened, it seens Mal ay students...there is no problemwth
the ot her students...are nmaking universities the ground for their political
i nvol venent focused on anti-government activities," he said when asked to
coment on such activities which were beconi ng aggressive of late in the
uni versities.

Dr Mahathir said he found that their activities were beconi ng bold and
at tinmes they acted beyond Iimt and threatened national security.

Last Friday, the police arrested Universiti Ml aya Students
Represent ative Council president Mohanmad Fuad | khwan under t he | nternal
Security Act for his alleged involverment in activities which threaten
nati onal security. Earlier, student activist Khairul Anwar Ahnad Zai nuddi n
of Institut Kemahiran Mara was al so arrested under the | SA

Dr Mahathir said that in future, only those who wi sh to study woul d be
selected for entry to universities and not those who focus their attention
on activities which were not beneficial.

"Maybe in future, we will select those for entry into universities
anong those who wish to study and if their activities are found to be
unrel ated to their studies, they will be renoved," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that it was meani ngl ess for the governnment to spend
huge suns of nmoney for themif they do not have any consideration at all
for the government.

Instead, he said, they regard universities as a centre to nobilise
students nmerely to oppose the governmnent.

"As such, what is the point in spending | arge suns of noney if they do
not wi sh to study,"” he said.

Asked regardi ng the 2002 Budget, Dr Mahathir who i s Finance M ni ster
said it would place enphasis on efforts to increase |ocal investments to
pronot e economi ¢ grow h.

He said that the government cannot depend on foreign i nvestnents as the
vol ume now was snal | er and nostly concentrated on Chi na whi ch was rmuch
cheaper.

The governnent, he said, had identified various manufacturing sectors
whi ch coul d be devel oped.

Asked whet her the 2002 Budget woul d be a peopl e' s budget or a corporate
budget, Dr Mahathir said: "...for sure it is for the nation's devel opnment
to benefit the people."
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