06/ 01/ 2001
Under st andi ng showed maturity, nutual respect, says Deputy PM

Farush Khan

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi descri bed the
under st andi ng bet ween Umo Youth and Suqgi u which led to the seven
contentious points contained in the latter's appeal be "put aside" as a
victory for Mal aysi ans.

Congratul ati ng both parties for the successful neeting, the Deputy Prine
M ni ster said the understandi ng derived was very inportant as it was an
exanmpl e of what could be achieved in the true spirit of nusyawarah
(consul tation) and nutual respect.

"I't goes to show that there is no sensitive issue that cannot be
resolved in the Mal aysian way," he told editors at his office here today.

Abdul I ah, who is also Home M nister, was reacting to a joint
announcenent by Umo Yout h and t he Mal aysi an Chi nese Organi sations
El ecti on Appeals Committee made separately earlier today.

"(On this score), | wish to congratulate both Umo Youth and Suqgiu for
t heir deci sion and understandi ng that the situation (over the issue of the
seven points) which had |l ed to restl essness and tensi ons shoul d not (be
al l oned to) continue."

The Umo Yout h- Suqgi u understandi ng had clearly al so showed that they
understood the need to preserve nulti-racial harnmony in this country, said
Abdul | ah, who is Umo's deputy president.

It is learnt that the decision was nade after four neetings held over 26
hours between Umo Youth and Suqi u representatives.

He said he would like to believe that this announcenent was acceptabl e
to all parties and as such, the matter should not be bl own out of
proportion.

If there was any comrent on the matter by any party, he said, it should
be done in the usual Ml aysian spirit of nusyawarah

"There is no need (for anyone) to describe the matter (related to
today's decision) as a victory to one party or a defeat to another.

"It is actually a victory for Ml aysians who always |ike to see raci al
har nrony nmai nt ai ned. "

Abdul | ah al so touched on the Governnent's tol erant and transparent
approach, citing the setting up of the Human Ri ghts Conmi ssi on of Ml aysi a
(Suhakam) as an exanpl e.

He said not many had ever thought before that the Governnent under Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s | eadership would all ow t he
setting up of a body such as Suhakam but this had happened. "If we had
considered it as not inportant, we woul d have shied away."

Sugi u had submtted a 17-poi nt appeal conprising 83 sub-points.

Mal ay organi sations had strongly opposed the appeal, term ng them as
"demands", mmintaining that the special rights of the Mal ays are non-
negoti able as they are enshrined in the country's constitution.

It was seen as "w se" for Umo Youth not to insist that the other
appeal s by Sugiu be dism ssed as "they are not strange topics to us,"
Abdul | ah sai d.

The remai ni ng appeal s pertain to national unity, uphol ding of human
rights and justice, curbing corruption, education, the environnent, a fair
medi a, restoring confidence in the police force and upgradi ng soci al
services. "These are being continuously addressed by the Governnent,"
Abdul | ah sai d.

He pointed out that there was no policy by the Governnent that was



accepted by everybody in the country, but the Governnent of the day had to
be "the Governnent of the people, for the people, by the people".
Abdul | ah sai d what nade the peopl e successful in the various aspects of
devel opnent in this country was the good rel ationship and the priority
al ways given to the spirit of goodwi Il anong the races.
( END)
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