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UNDERGRADUATES REM NDED NOT TO DESTROY NATI ON BY DEMONSTRATI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, July 1 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad t oday
urged t he under graduates not to destroy the nation with acts |ike street
denonstrations and rioting.

The prime minister said such acts would only be to their own detri nent
when t hey conpl eted their studi es because a ruined country woul d not be
abl e to guarantee themjob opportunities and a better life.

"W nust protect what we are going to take over... not act in such a
way as to destroy what we will inherit,"” he said when cl osing the synposium
on "Reaffirm ng the Ideali smof Undergraduates in the NewM || enniuni at
Uni versiti Mal aya here.

The two-day synposiumwas attended by about 2,000 student |eaders from
all the public universities in the country.

Dr Mahat hir sai d under graduates nust al ways renmenber their
responsi bility to acquire know edge for thensel ves, their famlies, the
society, religion and country and not act as if they did not know howto
use the universities.

"If we don't understand the objective, we may do sonething that will
bl ock our attaining the goal. W may have destroyed the road or bridge to
our goal and not reach that goal," he said.

He said the recent actions of sone | ocal university students showed
that they had | ost their original goal of going to the university and had
i nstead gone there for training inunrelated fields |like "howto burn down
a buil ding".

Earlier, he expressed sadness over the fire at the Universiti Ml aya
Dewan Tunku Cansel or (DTC) on Friday because the country had | ost an
hi storic | andnark

The synposi umwas originally scheduled to be held at the DTC but had to
be shifted to the Perdanasi swa Conpl ex Auditoriumat the |ast minute
because of the fire which some parties suspect to be an act of arsonto
sabot age the function.

The prine mnister urged the undergraduates to | earn fromwhat happened
in a nei ghbouring country where the students overthrewthe admi nistration
but did not gain anything.

Dr Mahat hir stressed the need for undergraduates to adopt a good
approach to achi eve their objective and not foll owthe saying that the ends
justify the neans.

If they wanted to change t he government, they should use their right to
vote in the general election every five years because the ball ot was the
ultimate right of the people.

"That is a snarter way than destroyi ng everything around us. W'l| have
nothing left," he said.

He said that during World War Two the Gernmans wanted to carve an enpire
that woul d | ast 1,000 years and one never seen before in the history of
manki nd but they fail ed because of the neans t hey adopted to achi eve t he
end.

They were greedy and in the end they | ost everything, he said.

However, after the war, the Germans and their allies used a good net hod
wi t hout violencetorehabilitate their country by devel oping its econony
until it emerged as a world econoni c power, he said.

Today, they they had attai ned their goal w thout resorting to viol ence
like in the old days, he added.



Dr Mahat hir, however, stressed that rebuilding a ruined nation rui ned
woul d take a | onger time than continuing with the devel opnent that was
al ready i n place and as such, the undergraduates shoul d protect the country
so that its heritage could continue to be devel oped.

The under graduat es, he said, nust equip thensel ves wi th know edge and
efficiency to take over the governnent fromthe ol d generati on and continue
devel oping it.

Then they coul d i npl enment what ever they felt had not been i npl enent ed
by the ol d generation, he added.

Dr Mahat hir believed that when the young generati on took over the
admi ni stration of the country they would face the same problens in society
i ke today.

He said it did not require a university education to hold street
denonstrati ons because "even idiots can do it."

"W cone to the university because we have hi gher potential than people
who run riot in the streets," he added.
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