15 MAR 2001
Mahat hi r - Meet i ng
UNDERSTANDI NG ON MALAY | NTERESTS AMONG ALL MALAYS VI TAL, SAYS PM

KUALA LIPI'S, March 15 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d today that Umo has indicated its desire to neet PAS
| eaders to discuss the interests of the Malays as such a nmeeting is vital
and will be of benefit to the Ml ays.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said that Umo would strive to nake
the meeting areality as it felt that the interests of the Mal ays shoul d be
def ended by all the Ml ays.

He said that Umo felt that the nmeeting was vital as there shoul d be an
under st andi ng anong t he Mal ays since the interests of the Malays in the
country had been chal | enged and the Mal ays were divided in dealingwith
such chal | enges

"And the interests we nean are not hi ng nore than what have al ready been
enshrined in the constitution, which have been agreed to by all the races,"
he told reporters after a cl ose-door neeting with comittee nenbers under
the Lipis and Raub Umo di vi sions.

"W regard the nmeeting as vital and beneficial. It is not for Umo, not
for PAS, not for any party but only for the Mal ays," he said.

Dr Mahat hir has proposed that the neeting focuses on the special rights
of the Malays, the position of Islamas the official religion and bahasa
Mel ayu as the national |anguage, and the status of the Malay Rul ers.

He said that there should be a common stand on the matter as they
af fected the Mal ays general ly.

Umo, he said, was not coaxing PASin agreeing to the nmeeting but
stating the i nportance of such a neeting, to benefit the Mal ays.

Asked whet her t he post ponenent of the nmeeting, schedul ed previously to
be hel d on Feb 19, showed that Umo was weak, he said that PAS should state
its stand on whether it wanted the proposed neeting to materiali se.

"W don't think we are weak. If PAS does not wi sh to nmeet, just say
they don't wishto neet...don't give all sorts of excuses. If PAS feels
that we do not care for the interests of the Ml ays, we (PAS) place nore
enphasi s on national interests, just say so, it doesn't matter. That for
this reason we (PAS) do not want to neet...it's all up (to them," he said.

Asked whet her the postponenent of the neeting had provided m | eage and
publicity to PAS, he saidit was up to the Malays to interpet it.

"I'f they wi sh to postpone, then we'll postpone it...we postpone it
together. If we believe they gained publicity and m | eage, that's the
perception of the Ml ays, what can we do. W want to have it for the
i nterest of the Mal ays i ncluding the Malays i n PAS, the Mal ays i n Keadi | an
even the Malays in the DAP...their interest. If they were to say these are
of nointerest tothem it's OK " he said.

Dr Mahat hir expressed regret that sone peopl e, having benefited from
Umo's struggles in defending the rights of the Mal ays, were not prepared
in defending these rights.

He said that if the Mal ays thensel ves did not want special treatnent,
like the entry of students in universities be based on nerit and
qualifications, this could be inplenmented but there shoul d not be any
conpl ai nt s.

"I'f this is what the Mal ays want, we can do so and we can say that only
t hose who are qualified can enter, those unqualified should not
enter...there is no special treatment for Mal ay students entering
uni versities. Nobody should conplain," he said.



The prine minister said that the opposition actually wanted to emerge
as the chanpi on of the Chinese and even dared to make a statenent that "if
t he Umo Mal ays want to kill the Chinese, kill the Alternative Ml ays
first".

He said that such a statenent was nmade to win the support of the
Chi nese as the opposition felt that the Mal ays supporting themwoul d not
run away and what was required was for themto win the support of the
Chi nese.

"That is why they support the Sugiu. They support the demands of the
Chi nese teachers. W have no intention of killing anyone...we are not anti
Chi nese, we are only asking for what are already enshrined in our
constitution, not nore than that," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said such an action was al so clearly to ensure that Umo
was not popul ar anong t he Chi nese and they woul d si nul t aneousl y gain t he
support of the Chinese and the Ml ays obsessed with their schemes, to win
the el ections.
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