25/ 12/ 2001

Uni on asked to stop criticising headnmasters

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The National Union of the Teachi ng Profession should
stop criticising headmasters on the segregati on of students issue and work
on changi ng the i mage of national schools.

Umo Yout h educati on bureau head Dr Adham Baba said today NUTP shoul d
i nstead focus on strengtheni ng national schools and giving thema new
i mage.

"All the while, nmost of the non-Bum putra are not confident and have
reservations about sending their children to national schools.

"Therefore, we nmust change its inmage, making it nore flexible by
al  owi ng Chi nese and | ndi an students to have cl asses for their nother
t ongue.

"At the sane tine, we urge NUTP to stop criticising the headmasters as
we are of the opinion that the ministry has inplenmented good policies, but
these nay not be carried out by those at the | ower |evel."

Adham sai d NUTP secretary-general Datuk N. Siva Subranmani am has raised a
sensitive i ssue which should be addressed aptly.

Following this, he said NUTP should sit down with the ministry
i medi ately and di scuss ways to address t hese probl emns.

Meanwhi | e, DAP chairman LimKit Siang | auded Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad's call for strict action to correct any
m sinterpretati on or nmani pul ati on of Governnent's policy on educati on.

"This is because in the past week, there appeared to be the tenptation
and tendency in certain quarters to kill the messenger rather than exani ne
t he nmessage

"The NUTP and Siva shoul d be comrended for perform ng a national service
in producing facts and figures to show the problem of segregation of races
practised in sone 200 secondary and primary schools so that the nation
could focus on a renedy for the problem™
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