08/ 08/ 2001

Uni on proposes two-tier system of education

| POH, Tues. - The National Union of Tam | School Teachers (NUTST) has
proposed that the Government inplenent a two-tier education system -
governnent schools and private education institutes.

Uni on president Shahul Ham d Mydin Shah said the Government shoul dl ook
intoit seriously to keep abreast of gl obalisation

"We shoul d not segregate the current education systemfurther into fully
and partially-aided school s," he added.

At present, there are 370 partially-aided schools in the country, wth
a majority located in estates.

These school s squat on private | and and do not receive financial aid
fromthe Governnment to either replace old buildings or carry out
renovati ons.

Sone school s have no proper tables and chairs and the buildings are in a
poor condition.

"Changes need to be made for teachers and students to teach and study in
a nmore conduci ve environment."

Shahul Hanmid was comenting on the statement by M C president Datuk Seri
S. Sany Vel lu on Saturday that the Governnent was planning to convert al
Tam | schools into fully-aided school s.

Samy Vellu had also said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
had asked Education Mnister Tan Sri Misa Mohamad to review the status of
partial | y-ai ded school s.

The sane woul d al so be done to Chinese school s.

Shahul Ham d hoped the Government woul d use the National Land Code or
other laws on land matters to acquire the | and on which the schools are
| ocat ed. Fi nanci al aid could then be channelled to the school s.
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