27/ 08/ 2001

Uni ons want to nmeet PMto di scuss ways of inproving the teaching
pr of essi on

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Teacher uni ons have resolved to neet Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanad over attenpts to i nprove the teaching
pr of essi on.

Nati onal Uni on of Teachi ng Profession secretary-general Datuk N. Siva
Subramani am said the formati on of a code of ethics or other noves ained at
i nproving the profession should al so involve teachers, not just
politicians.

The NUTP and several other unions, together representing 65 per cent of
the 280, 000 teachers in public service, are objecting to the proposal that
menbers sign a good conduct agreenent, saying it might backfire.

Kesat uan Kebangsaan Guru- Guru Aganma Ml aysi a Barat president Zai nuddin
Kari ma sai d existing regul ati ons governi ng public servants were adequate,
and call ed for better enforcement of the General Orders instead.

Nati onal Uni on of Tami| School Teachers president Shahul Hanmid Mydin
Shah sai d the whole teaching force should not be puni shed because of a few
errant teachers, neither should teachers be | abell ed anti-establishnent
for having differing opinions.

Sar awak Teachers' Union president WIliam Ghani Bina said the proposed
agreenment might affect the country's aspirations of beconing a regi ona
centre of education excellence if it had the effect of turning the
teaching profession into a career of |last resort.
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