29 Nov 2001
Fasti ng- Uni que/ Pi x
UNI QUE " BREAKI NG OF FAST" EXPERI ENCE FOR NON- MUSLI MS

By: Harlina Sanmson

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 29 (Bernama) -- Representatives of severa
non- gover nnent al organi sati ons (NG3s) and non-Mislimreligious bodies
enj oyed a uni que "breaking of fast” with Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Mhathir
Mohanmad at the Seri Perdana here tonight.

According to nmost of the 264 guests at the function, this was the first
"buka puasa" that they had ever attended and they expressed t heir happi ness
for being honoured by the Prine Mnister at the function

Thi s was al so a very uni que occassi on whi ch happened in the country,
several of the guests said, adding that it had all owed thema cl oser view
of the Muslinms' religious way of life

Rev Tan Sri Dr Ling Cheng Ean of the Mal aysi an Christian Federation
t hanked Dr Mahathir for inviting the non-Muslinms to the function

"We feel (being) part of the Malaysian fanmly and are very nuch at
home. It is a proud thing that we don't see in nany other places

"We thanked the Prime Mnister for this invitation," he said when
approached by reporters after the breaking of fast at the Seri Perdana
Banquet Hal |l here today.

Dr Li ng who was acconpani ed by two ot her nenbers of the federation said
t he nove enabl ed the non-Mislins to have better understandi ng, relations
and friendship with the Muslimcomunity.

Mal aysi an | ndi ans' federation of chanbers for comrerce and i ndustry
representative S. Vel lusany said he was honoured to be invited to the
function, the first held in the Ml aysian history.

"We are happy as the Prime Mnister hinself invited us for the breaking
of fast. This is unique and the first created in Mal aysian history," said
Vel | usamy who attended the function with six other nmenbers of the
federati on.

A representative fromthe Si kh community, Mhon Singh said he too was
honoured by Dr Mahathir's invitation.

"It gives us (the non-Muslim the opportunity to know, understand and
clarify any doubts about Islam" he said.

VWhile waiting for the Muslins to performtheir Maghrib prayers, Mhon
said the non-Mislins were di scussing with each ot her on Mal aysi a's uni que
nulti-racial and nulti-religious structure which allowed its people to live
i n harnony.

"We see the beautiful nosque (Masjid Putra) and its surroundi ngs. W
shoul d sell this uniqueness of Malaysia to the world," he said.

Feder ati on of Ml aysi an Chi nese Associ ati ons' honorary
secretary-general Wng Shak Tong said the event was sonethi ng
"extraordinary" as it enabled the non-Mislins to interact, exchange vi ews
and enhance their friendship with their Misli mcounterparts.

"We support the invitation (of non-Mislins) as it can further bol ster
t he ' nuhi bah' spirit and unity anong Ml aysi ans," he sai d.

Thanki ng Dr Mahathir for the invitation, Wng said he hoped to attend
simlar functions in the future.

Among t hose who were present at the function were the Prine Mnister's
wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamad Ali, Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , Defence M ni ster Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak
deputy ministers, parlianentary secretaries and depart nent heads.

Deputy Foreign M nister Datuk Leo M chael Toyad, Deputy Fi nance
M ni ster Datuk Chan Kong Choy, Deputy Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs



M ni ster Datuk S. Subranmani amand Deputy Housi ng and Local Gover nnment
M ni ster Peter Chin Fah Kui were anong the non-Mislimdeputy m nisters who
were present.

Dr Mahathir later perforned the |Isyak and Taraw h prayers together with
the other Muslimguests, led by the Grand I mamof Cairo's | bnu Has Mdsque,
Shei kh Muhammad G bril .
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