12 NOV 2001
Deepaval i - Message
UNI TY KEY TO SUCCESS, SAYS SAMY VELLU

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 12 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysians nust not forgo unity that
t hey have mai nt ai ned over the | ast three decades as only through cl oser
relationship could the country forge ahead and achi eve prosperity for the
people, MC President Datuk Seri S. Sanmy Vel l u.

"Since i ndependence, unity has been our strong point and this shoul d be
mai ntai ned at all costs,” he said in his Deepavali nmessage.

He said the people should take time off on this auspicious occasion to
ponder over events of |ast year where m stakes nmade shoul d be corrected and
not repeat ed.

"On this happy occasion all Ml aysi ans shoul d t hank t he government and
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanad for preserving peace and
ensuring prosperity inthe country," said Samy Vel lu, who is al so Wrks
M ni ster.

"The peopl e are happy because of the governnent and the | eadership of
Dr Mahathir...governnent servants receive bonus while the worl d economnic
turnoi|l has done mini mal danmage to the people. W shoul d t hank everyone who
have worked for us to be in this confortable environnent," he said.

Meanwhi | e, People's Progress Party (PPP) President Datuk M Kayveas in
hi s nmessage said Mal aysi ans were very fortunate as the country continued to
enjoy stability in politics, econony and soci al agai nst the backdrop of
political and economi c uncertainty gl obally.

"Qur governnment has succeeded in preserving racial unity and carrying
out snoothly the devel opnent agenda of the country,"” he said.

He said that as Ml aysi ans cel ebrat ed Deepavali, it showed the unity
t hat had prevail ed anmong t he peopl e si nce i ndependence.

"Mal aysia's strive for excellence inits own way i s nore neani ngfu
especially the worl d powers recogni se our methods, " he said.

Kayveas sai d the governnent's nove to i ncl ude Deepavali as one of the
country's major festivals was consistent with the aspirations of the people
to create a united and progressive Ml aysi an race.

"Deepavali is no |longer that of the Indian conmunity of the Hi ndu
faith. Al Ml aysians have the right to say "Happy Deepavali' and cel ebrate
it in an atnosphere of peace and harnony," he said.

Cuepacs President Datuk N. Siva Subramaniam in his Deepavali nessage,
sai d Mal aysi ans shoul d be grateful for being abl e to cel ebrate the occasi on
in peace and tranquility.

"Mal aysi ans shoul d strongly oppose vi ol ence. They shoul d t ake advant age
of the celebration to visit one another," he said.

He said t he bonus given to governnent servants before the Deepaval i and
Hari Raya showed that the governnent cared for the people.

Meanwhi | e, DAP national chairman LimKit Siang in wi shing all Ml aysi an
Hi ndus a Happy Deepavali said a four-point action plan was needed to combat
t he "darkness i n Mal aysi a" that caused the margi nalisation of the Indians
here.

"Let Mal aysian Hi ndus as well as all Mal aysi ans regardl ess of race
unite on Deepavali this year to conbat and overcone the darkness in the
Mal aysi an society, particularly |Indians, whether because of poverty,
educational deprivation, social degradation and other fornms of human rights
vi ol ations," he said.

DAP secretary general Kerk KimHock in his nessage said Mal aysi ans must
be strong in their resolve to maintain the secul ar denocratic fabric of the



nation.

"To do this we nust fervently oppose and resi st those who want to deny
our pluralistic society which has been built on a nulti-religious,
mul ti-cultural and multi-racial pedestal," he said.
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