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Uniten to open branch canmpus i n Muadzam Shah

ROWPIN, Mon. - Universiti Tenaga Nasional, one of the country's | eading
private universities, will set up a branch canpus, Uniten's first, in
Muadzam Shah i n June.

It will offer diploma and degree courses in nanagenent, econom cs and
accounti ng.

Uni ten, which is wholly-owned by national utility conmpany Tenaga
Nasi onal Bhd, has its mmin canpus in Bangi, 25km south of Kuala Lunpur. It
was set up in 1997.

TNB chai rman Datuk Dr Jamal uddin Jarjis said the branch canpus woul d
eventual | y accommpdate Uniten's Col | ege of Busi ness Managenent.

"The main canmpus in Bangi will house the Col | ege of Engi neering and
| nf or mati on Technol ogy. "

Jamal uddin, who is Ronpin MP, said the Federal and Pahang Governnents
had accepted TNB's proposal to set up the branch canpus.

"There are a lot of under-utilised infrastructure facilities in Miadzam
Shah after the dissolution of the Pahang Tenggara Regi onal Devel opnent
Aut hority (Dara).

"So, we can nake use of the infrastructure devel oped by Dara. W will
al so occupy buil di ngs vacated by governnent agencies |ike Fel da when the
CGover nnent downsi zed its administration there. Al these will be enough to
accommodat e our branch canpus," he said, adding that this would ensure
efficient use of the country's assets.

He said there was no need for TNB to devel op a new area or build new
bui I di ngs.

The five-storey Dara adm nistration block will accommodate the | ecture
r oons.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad is expected to open the
branch canmpus by way of video-conferencing on May 11

Jamal uddi n said the pioneer batch of 300 students and 50 academic staff
woul d be occupyi ng the branch canpus in June. "The branch canpus wl|
cater to 3,000 students within five years."

TNB spend about RVbO nmillion on renovation and facilities.

Jamal uddi n said what TNB was doing was in tandemw th the Government's
aspiration to bring devel opnment to rural areas.

"I'f we were to spend RMLOO million on the branch canmpus in major towns,
the effect is less. But if it is developed in rural areas |ike Miadzam
Shah, the effect will be nore wi despread and will benefit the rural
peopl e.

"Wth the Uniten canmpus in Miadzam Shah, we hope it will becone the
growth catalyst for the area, creating a |lot of spin-offs for |ocals."

He said it would al so provide wider tertiary education opportunities to
school -1 eavers in the rural areas.
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