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Mahat hir-Unity
UNI TE UNDER | SLAM SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUWPUR, March 25 (Bernama) -- Muslinms in Ml aysia have to set
aside political differences and unite under Islamto consolidate the
religion and national advancenent, said the Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Moharmad.

In a nessage to mark Maal Hijrah 1422, the Musli mnew year tonorrow, he
al so rem nded Muslims agai nst being hostile to non-Mislins who do not wi sh
to be their eneny.

Dr Mahathir said divergent political beliefs should not be a cause of
Musl i mdisunity.

"Al t hough we have various political parties whose nenbers are Miuslim
fromthe experience of Islam there should not be any split," he said.

The cel ebration for this year's Maal Hjrah carries the thene
" Per paduan Penangki n Penrbangunan Unmah" (Unity, the catal yst for Umnmah's
devel opnent) .

Dr Mahathir said Muslins should be able to performtheir religious
obl i gations together and when faced with chal | enges, they shoul d set asi de
political or social differences and i nstead cl ose ranks to defend I sl am

The prinme mnister noted that of late, especially as an aftermath of
t he 1999 general el ection, donestic devel opnent tend to nove towards
di vi si ve tendenci es.

"Unity anong the people is undermined by all sorts of pressures and
extreme demands by certain groups,"” he said.

Even unity anong Muslinms was not spared by the divisive effects of the
nm suse of religion, he said

"As we celebrate this Maal Hijrah, let us renew our deternination to
i mprove and change our sel ves towards attai ni ng greater progress, success
and nost inportantly, greater unity anong us.

"God willing, with solid unity we can build and devel op the nation
further and be a country to be reckoned with by our enenies,"” he said.

Bei ng di vided woul d only inperil Ml aysi ans, he said, citing econonic
and soci al destruction as well as anarchy in countries wecked by sensel ess
killings anpong their people ignited by religious and racial conflicts.

The prinme minister said the lack of unity has led to Musli mnations,

i ke Pal estine, to suffer unending victimnsation by their eneni es ever
since the Second Worl d War.

"The root cause is the lack of unity and strength anong t he umah as
wel |l as Muslimnations to cone to their rescue.

"Several Islamc nations |ive by thensel ves and are hel pless to help
fell owMislins el sewhere as they thensel ves have to grapple with their own
probl ens arising fromtheir divided and bi ckering people," he said.

Dr Mahathir said by taking the lawinto their own hands Miuslins not
only were doing a disservice to Islamitself but also thwarting the
progress of Muslimnations as well as reverting to pagani sm

Any group, acting out of fanaticismand without any regard for the good
or evil of its action, was actual | y bei ng pagani sh whereas | sl amrequires
its followers to nove towards goodness.

"Today's Muslinms are weak and backwards in every way.If we really
under st and t he neani ng of hijrah, we should get ourselves out of such
situation.

"For this, we need to discard m sconceptions and cultures that inhibit
us fromnaking a hijrah to i nprove our lot. There is no point in us



celebrating a historic event inlIslamif we do not learn | essons fromit,"
he said.

The prine mnister said the Prophet Muhamuad radi cally changed his life
by | eaving his home to propagate Islamthrough the hijrah that led to the
establ i shnent of a strong Musli mgovernment in Medina.

The city subsequently becane the centre for the spread of Islamto the
entire Arabi an peninsula and all over the world, he said.

"The question nowis whether we are willing to nmake the hijrah and
| eave behi nd us our ignorance that causes our weakness and enbrace the true
teachi ngs of Islamthat brought about inmrense success to the Prophet
Muhanmad?" Dr Mahat hir added.
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