29/ 07/ 2001
Uni versity students "“hol di ng Governnent to ransoni

Sar ban Si ngh

SHAH ALAM Sat. - The proposal requiring students to enter into a pre-
entry agreenent with universities may be necessary as sone had attenpted
to hold the Government to ransom by meki ng unreasonabl e denands and openly
decl aring support for the Opposition.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad sai d t hese under graduat es
al so subscribed to the notion that any Governnent woul d nmake it possible
for themto enter universities because of their Bum putera status.

"Here we are trying very hard to give themtertiary education but they
hold us to ransomby saying that if we do not neet their demands, they
will go and canpaign for the Opposition in the kampung," he said.

He said these students also felt the noney spent on them by the
Gover nnent was not Governnent noney and as such, it could not claimcredit
for it.

"W know it is not our nmoney... it is the people's noney. But we are the
trustees (of the people)."

He said there was no place for so-called political activists in
universities as those who went there did so in the pursuit of know edge.

"W al so want to see whet her any other Governnent will allowthemto
enter universities as they claimis their right," he said.

He was speaking to reporters after visiting the Standards and I ndustria
Research Institute of Malaysia (Sirin today.

He said these students had taken advantage of the Governnent's
flexibility and goodwi Il which allowed thementry into universities
al t hough they were not qualified.

On July 18, Dr Mahathir said the Governnent woul d draw up a proper
agreenment with both university students and |l ecturers to ensure their
seriousness in acquiring and inparting know edge so as not to waste public

noney.
He said the Governnent was spending billions of ringgit on education and

a lot was wasted, especially on Malay students who did not seem keen on

st udyi ng.

Dr Mahathir said sone students have becone arrogant, refusing to attend
| ectures and were hostile towards their |ecturers.

"And when they feel |ike coming for |lectures, they sit right at the
back. These are the ones who cone |ast and | eave early," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the proposal requiring students to enter into such
agreenments would only be inplemented if students, especially the
Bumi putera, continue to show lack of interest in studying upon being
accepted into universities.

"Yes, we have not nade a decision yet but that is our proposal ... if
they are not going to study, no way are we going to accept theminto our
uni versities," he said.

Queried on views that the Government shoul d not introduce the
nmeritocracy system he said this could be done if students used the
opportunity while in university to concentrate on their studies.

To whether it was nornmal for undergraduates to have anti-establisnent
feelings, Dr Mahathir said this was not necessarily true.

"I was a student once but | don't renenber being anti-establishnent. |
was anti-British yes, but not anti-establishnment,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked to conment on a statenent by Pas president
Dat uk Fadzil Noor that the party was willing to drop its objective to



create an Islamic state at the Alternative Front-level but would maintain
it at party-Ilevel.

"Then, why do they continue to ridicule Umo as not being sincere. W
want to know what's the difference of their concept with what we do. If
there isn't, then they should not cast aspersions on others," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the pledge by Pas to set up an Islamc state was only a
bait to win over the Mal ays who were staunch Musli ns.

Pas, he said, would nmake promi ses it knew could not be fulfill ed.

Asked whet her he had received any report fromthe Umo disciplinary
board's investigation over allegations by Kuantan Umo divi si on head Dat uk
Fauzi Abdul Rahman that noney politics was rife in the recent branch
el ections, Dr Mahathir said he has only received a prelimnary report.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir commended Sirimfor its research work.

"I think they are on the right track. | amal so happy that they have
made progress in many areas ... but | amsure they can do nore," he added.
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