10 MAR 2001
Ungku Azi z- Meeti ng
UNGKU AZI Z WANTS TO WRI TE ARTI CLE ON | MPORTANCE OF UWMNO PAS MEETI NG

KUALA LUWPUR, March 10 (Bernama) -- Royal Prof Ungku Aziz, who was
sel ected as the noderator of the proposed debate between the Umo and PAS
Yout h | eaders some tinme ago, wants to wite an article on the i nportance of
t he Umo- PAS neeting for the purpose of Ml ay unity.

Ungku Azi z said that only through a special article he would be witing
soon woul d he be able to give an adequate comrent on the inportance of such
a nmeeting to the Ml ays.

"I do not wish to comment on the i nportance of such a neeting (now)

because it is not sufficient to fill up the pages tonmorrow, " he sai d when
net after a review of the book "Ki sah Kayu" at Universiti Mlaya (UM
t oday.

Di scussi on on the book was al so partici pated by national | aureate Datuk
A. Samad Said, UM s Dental Faculty dean Prof Datuk Dr Hashi mYaacob, who is
also awiter, and artiste A shah.

Ungku Aziz has agreed to be the noderator of the proposed debate
bet ween Umo Yout h chi ef Dat uk H shamudi n Tun Hussei n and PAS Yout h chi ef
Mahf uz Orar. However, the debate did not materialise foll owi ng t he proposal
for both parties to hold talks to discuss the i ssue of Malay unity.

Asked for his views on the Umo-PAS neeting, Ungku Aziz briefly said
that it was good for the purpose of consensus-seeking.

However, he said, the neeting was akin to a tango as it woul d not
becone reality without both parties agreeingtoit.

“I will need at |east 20,000 words to expl ain whet her or not the
nmeeting shoul d be held,"” he said.

The neeting, proposed by Umo, was fixed for Feb 19 but was call ed of f
by PAS which set three preconditions for the neeting to be hel d.

They want oil royalty paynent to Terengganu to be restored i nstead of
t he speci al paynent channelled directly to the people in the PAS-led state
as deci ded by the federal governnent, the PAS of ficial organ "Harakah" to
be all owed to be published twice weekly as previously instead of twce
mont hly at present, and the proposal for a ban of the use of the word I slam
on the name of political parties by Umo be called off.

PAS earlier stated that the party wants the agenda of the fornal
neeting to include the position of Islam federalism the judiciary and the
econony.

Last Thursday, Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d t hat
the proposed Umo- PAS neeting was to di scuss Malay interests |ike the
speci al rights of the Mal ays, the position of Islamand the national
| anguage, and the status of the Malay Rul ers, as enshrined in the federal
constitution.
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