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THE Bercakap Dengan Jin (Conversations Wth The Genies), a book which
serialises Malay supernatural tales, witten by one Tamar Jalis, was very
popul ar among the comunity in the early 1980s.

The book is still being reprinted and continues to be sold in snal
bookst ores and pasar nmal am al ongsi de new publications in simlar veins.

These supernatural stories, myths and | egends, especially those which
yarn on Mal ay prowess, were once described by a veteran witer as a form
of escapismfor their |listeners.

What ever their nmerits, they caught the attention of Umo president Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

In his speech at the Umo general assenbly yesterday, the Prine M nister
poi nted out that the Mal ays had apparently not | earned nuch fromtheir
hi story.

Apparently the Mal ays easily forget their history.

"On the contrary, they love to colour their own history with | egendary
stories for their ego, to confort and pride thenselves in nmyths they have
cr eat ed.

"Thus they love to stress Hang Tuah's | egacy that the Malays will never
vani sh fromthe face of the earth.”

Reasons for the need to depend on these unrealistic el enents to nmassage
the Mal ay ego nmay differ.

However such concern voiced by Dr Mahathir is shared by nost Umo
| eaders.

These | egends tend to provide the Ml ays sone senbl ance of confort that
when it comes to the crunch, sonmeone fromtheir own community, soneone
with certain powers, would conme forward as a saviour of the race

If the Malays care to reflect, such thoughts prevailed even in the
nation's contenporary history - i.e. during the May 13, 1969, raci al
riots.

The Mal ays had then believed that there were silat (the Malay narti al
arts) masters who were capabl e of sending out parang and | enbi ng terbang
(flying machetes and spears) to wreak havoc anong the enem es.

They al so believed at the tine that there were Ml ay | eaders who were
able to inmpart the powers of ghaib and kebal (invisibility and
invincibility) to their youths to protect themfromtheir enem es.

Many in the community still subscribe to such beliefs.

They have forgotten the nore intrinsic, realistic part of history - the
fact that they were saved from oblivion because the Malays wield politica
power .

They have forgotten too the fact that the Mal ay | eaders had used that
sanme power to i npose the New Econom ¢ Policy blueprint which has nanaged
to ensure the survival of the Malays in the economic |ife of the country
and in educati on.

But these aspects of the nation's history are nore than three decades
old - considered quite a | ong period by sone.

As pointed out by Umo Kemaman divi sion deputy chief Ahmad Shabery ChiKk,
the Mal ays had forgotten even a nore recent history.

"WAs it not just three years ago that in this very building (the Putra
Wirld Trade Centre) that the then US Vice-President Al Gore rudely snubbed
our nation's | eadership, the host.

"He supported the refornasi nmovenment which was agai nst the | eadership



"It was at that period too that the nation was under econom c siege
bei ng pressured into accepting the dictates of the International Monetary
Fund.

"How many of us would renenber that the country's | eadership managed to
overcone the economic crisis without having to beg fromthe Wstern-
dom nat ed agenci es - which woul d have i nposed rul es that which have
adversely affected the special position and rights of the Ml ays," he
rem nded his |isteners.

What the del egate was trying to drive hone was but a reflection of the
frustrations felt by the Umo | eadership over the amesia suffered by the
community in past and contenporary history.

But is it mere forgetfulness that has lulled the Malays into giving
scant regard for history?

It has to be nore than that. It is a case of selective nmenory - wanting
to renenber only things that suit their nood or preference of the nonment.

Unl ess of course, the Malays are sinply unable to grasp the rather nore
conplicated issues: e.g. howreal is the IM-threat? O the efficacy of
t he NEP which has hel ped to ensure Malay survival in the nation's
political gamut.

That sonmehow woul d be deened a condescendi ng vi ew of the community's
collective intelligence, especially when they are able to understand nmuch
nore "conpl ex" matters such as supernatural powers.

We can then cone to the inevitable conclusion that the Ml ays sinply
refuse to renenber history and see things in their proper perspectives
because their mnds have been clouded by hatred - a blind hatred for Umo
and Dr Mahathir.

Then things begin to nmake sense and t he whol e epi sode is that nuch
easi er to decipher.

That, however, does not put things right - especially when the very
person and political party detested by the Malays are still struggling for
t he Mal ay agenda.

That is not sonmething foreign or uncommon in the Mal ay psyche.

Agai n, history had repeatedly chronicled how the Mal ays were capabl e of
bringi ng about the downfall of their own kind in their anger and hatred.
Hi story had al so shown how Perak and subsequently other Ml ay States
ended up being colonised by the British, nmerely because of the conflict

anong the Mal ays bent on securing political control.

These epi sodes of history showed how t he Mal ays were prepared to | ose
everything to the British rather than allow their political nenesis to
ascend the throne.

Surely these aspects of history could not be forgotten as they have been
repeated, re-iterated and re-enphasised tinme and tine again.

Then again, that sounds |like a wee bit too much to expect fromthose who
listen but do not hear; who watch but do not see.

Tamar Jalis' genies are still a better bet.
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