30/ 06/ 2001
“Mal ays nust step up efforts

Noor Adzrman Baharuddi n; Ismail Hashim

BUKIT MERTAJAM Fri. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad today said the
Mal ays must step up their efforts to inprove their lot as they are stil
| aggi ng behi nd t he non- Mal ays.

The Mal ays have yet to achieve the 30 per cent target under the New
Econom c Policy, the Prime Mnister said, and that they needed to overcone
poverty anmong some nenbers of the conmunity.

"W have achieved a ot in our struggles for the nation.

"Qur struggles for Islamare still being nani pul ated by the Opposition,
and our econom c achievenent is still unsatisfactory," he said at
Pol it ekni k Seberang Perai here, at the end of his two-day visit to Penang.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, was asked on what Umo | eaders and
menbers, specifically in Permatang Pauh, nmust do for the Ml ays.

Al't hough he was satisfied with his visit to Penang, he said, there was
still much to be done for the Ml ays.

Asked on the support fromthe people of Pernmatang Pauh, one of the areas
he visited, for Barisan Nasional and Umo, Dr Mahathir said: "The
enthusiasmis there and they are now nmuch nore comitted. "

"I amconfident that their attitude has changed since the 1999 genera
el ection.”

According to Dr Mahathir, the people's warmreception and their
encour agi ng attendance showed their attitude had changed positively since
t hey had understood the actual situation.

"I find there is still interest to continue with the struggles of the
Bari san Nasi onal and Umo.

"I amconfident this is a good sign for the future of Umo and the BN, "
he sai d.

Asked for his advice to Permatang Pauh Umo division | eaders and
menbers, he said they should put behind all differences during the recent
Umo divisional elections and to concentrate on Umo's struggl es.

VWhat was inperative, he said, was to achieve Umo's struggle for the
race, religion and nation

As part of his itinerary, the Prine Mnister met with about 2,000 State
Bari san Nasi onal |eaders in Bayan Baru | ast night.

At 10amtoday, he held a cl osed-door neeting with | eaders of Bayan Baru
and Bal i k Pul au Umo divi sions before attending a | uncheon w th about
2,000 people at the Balik Pulau Sports Conpl ex.

Lat er today, he held anot her dial ogue session with | eaders of Bukit
Mertaj am and Permat ang Pauh Umo divi sions at Politekni k Seberang Perai

Precedi ng his second di al ogue, Dr Mahathir | aunched the Kanpung Pertama
Umo Youth branch operations centre. It is |ocated under the Permatang
Pauh Parliamentary constituency.

At the | aunching, the Umo president also received 291 applications to
j oi n Umo.

Acconpanying the Prime Mnister were his wife, Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohaned Ali, deputy Umo president Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnmad Badawi and
Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon and their wi ves.
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