03 DEC 2001
RAFI DAH- ROSETTANET
UP TO RMD. 1 MLN GRANT PER COMPANY SET FOR THE ROSETTANET | NI TI ATVE

KUALA LUWPUR, Dec 3 (Bernama) -- A grant up to RMLOO, 000 per conpany
woul d be provided to electrical and el ectroni cs (E&E) conpani es to get
connected to RosettaNet, says International Trade and I ndustry M ni ster
Dat uk Seri Rafidah Aziz.

An anount of RVMb million has been set aside for the grant in 2002 but
the all ocationis only for conpani es with 60 percent Ml aysi an equity, she
told a nonthly nmedia briefing here today.

Rafi dah said the grant woul d cover the cost of buyi ng RosettaNet
software, firewalls, hardware, systemintegration fees, nenbership and
entrance fees.

For multinational corporations and | arge | ocal conpani es that assi st
| ocal suppliers and RosettaNet Ml aysia Sdn Bhd, a doubl e tax deducti on
woul d be accor ded.

RosettaNet Mal aysi a woul d be i ncorporated this nmonth and woul d have its
of fice at the Penang Skill Devel opnent Centre (PSDC).

Rafi dah sai d RosettaNet Ml aysi a woul d be managed by a board chai red by
her mnistry with representation fromboth the public and private sectors.
RosettaNet, an | nternet-based commpbn nessagi ng standard for gl obal
suppl y chai n managenent is i nternationally managed by Cali forni a-based

Roset t ad obal .

Rosett ad obal has over 400 nenbers fromthe worl d's | eadi ng E&E sect or
such as | NTEL, Mdtorola, DELL and Cl SCO.

An affiliation agreenent between RosettaNet Ml aysi a and Rosett aNet
d obal is schedul ed for next nonth (Jan 2002), marking the of ficial
I aunchi ng of the fornmer.

Many countries in North America, Europe and Asi a have adopted the
Rosett aNet standards.

Mal aysi a, which is increasingly becom ng an i nportant supply hub for
many E&E conponents, would be the fifth Asian country to adopt RosettaNet
after Japan, Korea, Taiwan and Si ngapore.

The RosettaNet inititave was first announced by the Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad i n his 2002 budget presentation.

Turning to the fourth Wirld Trade Organi sation (WO mini steri al
conference i n Doha, Qatar | ast nmonth, she said Ml aysi a woul d seek to
clarify certain provisions in the anti-dunping pact to prevent discretion
that could | ead to abuse.

"On subsidies, Malaysia will be seeking to strengthen the devel opnent al
provi sions in the subsidies agreenent," she added.

She al so said that the WIO endorsed the extra two-year extension (until
Dec 2003) granted to Mal aysia to phase out the | ocal-content policy in the
autonoti ve sector.

The policy which started in 1990, shoul d by now have enabl ed conmpani es
to acquire the skills required to produce conponents of world-class quality
sol d at reasonabl e prices.

"If we are already very good, there is no reason why anybody shoul d
source fromoutsi de. Qur manufacturers nust nowestablish their reputation
for quality, supply reliability, product integrity and pricing," said
Raf i dah.

On China's interest to bid for the Bakun Hydroel ectric project, she
said a Chinese's joint venture conpany that has been formed to bid for the
project woul d get an equal chance with other conmpeting conpani es.



Mal aysia itsel f has expressed interest to bid for the 2008 A ynpi cs
projects in China, she said.

"I have registered Malaysia's interest to participate ininfrastructure
devel opnent, to provide sone of the services and ot her equi prent and
facilities,” added Rafidah. -- BERNAMVA
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