12 MAR 2001

UP TO UM TO DETERM NE | NTAKE FORVAT FOR MATRI C CENTRE, SAYS MJSA

KUALA LUWPUR, March 12 (Bernama) -- The Education Mnistry will let the
Uni versity of Malaya (UM admini stration to determ ne the nechani smfor
taking in matriculati on students for the acadeni c session starting at the
end of the nonth.

The procedure required the proposal to be first endorsed first by the
UM Vi ce Chancell or and the UMsenate, said the mnister Tan Sri Misa
Mohamad.

The mnistry has allowed UMto continue operating its matricul ation
centre but the UMadmi ni stration shoul d propose howit would runit, he
told reporters at his office here today.

Early this year UM Vi ce Chancel |l or Prof Datuk Dr Anuar Zai ni Mhaned
Zai n announced that the centre, which had provi ded sci ence courses for
Bum putera matricul ati on students for the past 23 year, would be closed in
April.

After sparking of f protest fromacadem ci ans and political |eaders, the
UM adni ni stration retracted the decision to close the centre upon advice
fromPrinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hi r Mohamad.

As for the proposed intake fornmat of the new batch of matricul ation
students, Musa said the m nistry woul d accept proposal s that catered for
current needs.

This was necessary as the mnistry woul d eventual Iy deternine fundi ng
for the centre, he added.
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