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Chong- Mer ger
UPKO- PBRS MERGER PROPOSAL A GOOD | DEA, SAYS CHONG

KOTA KI NABALU, Dec 6 (Bernama) -- Sabah Chief M nister Datuk Chong Kah
Ki at said today any nove to strengthen the state's political stability,

i ncludi ng a nerger proposal by two Sabah Barisan Nasi onal (BN) conponent
parties, should be wel comed.

"There nust be a good reason to nerge. It nust be for the better," he
told reporters here after chairing the Mal aysi a Ganes 2002 ( Sukma 2002)
mai n conm ttee neeting, here.

Chong, who i s Sabah BN chai rman, said he respect whatever deci sion by
t he two Kadazandusun-based parties -- United Pasok Monbgun Kadazandusun
Murut Organisation (Upko) and Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah ( PBRS).

Upko is headed by Mnister in the Prine Mnister's Departnent Tan Sri
Ber nard Donpok and PBRS, by state M ni ster of Resource Devel opnent Tan Sri
Joseph Kurup.

Chong said the nerger proposal was good for Sabah and with the
i npendi ng re-entry of opposition Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) into the BN, the
state's political arena could be further stabilisedr.

Asked when t he BN woul d neet to discuss PBS' s application to rejoin the
ruling coalition, Chong said: "I just read in the papers today that the
neeti ng woul d be on Sunday, but | have yet to receive the notice (to attend
the nmeeting)."

A local daily, quoting sources, reported today that the neeting to
di scuss the PBS application woul d be hel d Sunday i n Kual a Lunpur.

PBS presi dent Datuk Joseph Pairin Kitingan submtted the party's fornal
application for re-entry intothe BNto Prine M nister and BN chai r man
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad i n Putrajaya | ast nonth.
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