14/ 11/ 2001
US about-turn on visas in 24 hours

Cheah Chor Soo

KUALA LUVMPUR, Tues. - In an about-turn within 24 hours, the United States
enbassy today confirmed that Ml aysi ans were anong citizens of 27
countries subject to tighter entry requirements into the country.

In a statenent today, it said all male visa applicants aged between 16
and 45 fromthe countries would be subject to a 20-day waiting period with
i medi at e effect.

The nove contradi cts the statenent by enbassy comercial affairs
counsellor WlliamZarit yesterday denying reports that the country had
tightened entry requirenments for Ml aysi an Musli ns.

The enbassy said nost diplomatic and fiancee visas woul d not be subject
to this process.

"This procedure is being inplenented on an interimbasis to enhance the
security of our visa issuing process.

"This does not indicate any change in visa eligibility. Persons who
qualify for non-inmmgrant visas under existing laws will continue to
receive them however, the processing time will be increased," the enbassy
said in a statenment issued through its Press office

The enbassy naned the other countries affected as Afghani stan, Al geria,
Bahrai n, Bangl adesh, Djibouti, Egypt, Eritrea, Indonesia, lran, lraq,
Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Mrocco, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Saud
Arabia, Somalia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, United Arab Emrates, Yenen and
the territories of Gaza and the Wst Bank.

In view of the delays that the new procedures ni ght cause, the enbassy
urged all applicants for non-imm grant visas to apply for their visas "as
far in advance" of their planned travel dates as possible.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar had earlier this norning
said that Wsma Putra was still awaiting confirmation fromthe US enbassy
on the matter.

"W were told that they have yet to receive any instruction (fromthe
State Departnent) on the matter

"We told have themthat they should | et us know (the outcome) fast as
the situation needs to be clarified.

"But up to now, they have not received any instruction fromtheir State
Departnment, hence we take it that the Press report (a Bernama report from
Washi ngt on whi ch announced the restrictions) has yet to be substantiated."

Syed Hami d was speaking to reporters at a briefing on discussions held
between Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad and hi s Moroccan
counterpart Abderrahman Youssoufi in Putrajaya.

He was asked to comment on the neeting between Wsnma Putra officers and
the representatives of the US Enbassy, including its anbassador Marie T.
Huht al a yesterday on the visa issue.
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